Minutes of Great Budworth Annual Meeting held on 11th May 2026

The meeting opened at 19:00

Present:
Parish Cllrs; Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice-Chair Cllr Justin Culver (JC), Cllr Steven Jennings (SJ), Cllr Steve Coppell (SC), Cllr Karen Williams (KW), Cllr Tyler Hutton (TH) & Cllr John Hickey (JH)

Ward Cllrs: Lynn Gibbon (LG) & Phil Marshall (PM)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Chairman’s Report (in summary):

Chair Cllr Dave Wilkinson:

Cllr DW welcomed everyone to the meeting commenting on the fact that it is now three years since the last elections. He then mentioned the unexpected passing of Cllr Chris Wise last May stating that he will be sadly missed.

Lower Pumphouse:
Repairs to the roof of the Lower Pumphouse took place and he noted that it is still well used with people turning up with 20 litre drums to boot loads of ceramic pots, he also commented on some of the bad parking at the junction when water was being collected. We also had a visit in January from a passionate group extolling the many benefits of the natural spring water, informing us that it is only one of two natural springs still in operation in Cheshire.

Roads:
Progress has been made with CW&C carrying out numerous repairs throughout the village. We had been promised a full repair to High Street with the replacement of damaged kerb stones but what we got was a sealant over the top of the current surface to stop any further deterioration, and whilst the repair has held over the winter there is still no sign of the kerb stones being repaired/replaced. Cllr Lynn Gibbon promised to chase this up.

Planning:
Planning has continued to be challenging especially with issues over Box Hedge Hall and Crownest Lane and the parish council seem to have little say on what is done especially when some individuals know how to work the system in their favour.

Banking & Emails:
The setting up of the new .gov email addresses has been an ongoing problem throughout the last year but finally it appears that the issues are being resolved. The current account has now transferred to Lloyd’s bank where online payments can now be done.

Gully Mapping:
CWAC has set up a map of all the grids in the borough and asked for help in identifying issues to help with planning gully clearing maintenance in the future.

Other:
Cllr Karen Williams continues to help a resident with issues over flooding from neighbouring farmland and has been involved with getting the village onto a filming database, helping to promote the village as a filming location.

Cllr John Hickey was welcomed back onto the parish council in January, bringing his many years of experience in planning to the parish council. He filled one of the two parish councillor vacancies.  

Looking ahead for the next twelve months; regular working parties are planned to keep the village looking at its best. The phone box library is due to be repainted and there is still ongoing work due to take place on the Avenue’s. 

Thanks were given to Cllr Lynn Gibbon for attending meetings and her hard work within the ward.

Thanks and appreciation was also given to all cllrs for their help over the last twelve months in sorting out issues within the village.

Finally, thanks were given to clerk Caroline for all her hard work and she was presented with a bouquet of flowers, for which she gave many thanks.

Full report can be viewed on the website.

Clerk’s Report (in summary):

Finances:
Precept received £11508.31 again a 10% increase on previous year as agreed in December 2023.
The Parish Hall CIO contribution to the building’s insurance has been requested and as previous amounts equated to a third of the premium a third has again been requested. A change in provider saw a considerable decrease in the premium from £1588.31 to £1082.43. £360.67 has been invoiced.

Yearly accounts are as follows:
Current Account:
	
	Receipts
	Payments
	Balance
	Details

	Starting balance
	
	
	8018.95
	

	
	11508.31
	
	
	Precept

	
	560.74
	
	
	Vat repayment

	
	1811.87
	
	
	Transfer from reserve acc

	
	
	6171.15
	
	Staff Costs

	
	
	413.49
	
	Office expenses

	
	
	298.79
	
	IT costs

	
	
	1082.43
	
	Insurance

	
	
	320.44
	
	Membership fees

	
	
	500.00
	
	Grants

	
	
	348.00
	
	Accounting services

	
	
	3466.99
	
	Village Maintenance

	Closing balance
	
	
	9298.58
	



95 Day Access Account:
	
	Receipts
	Payments
	Balance
	Details

	Starting balance
	
	
	20506.48
	

	
	
	649.40
	
	Interest

	Closing balance
	
	
	21155.88
	



Full report can be viewed on the website.

Election of Chair & Vice-Chair:
Current chair and vice-chair to step down as per regulations. Clerk requested nominations for chair. Cllr SC nominated Cllr DW and Cllr SJ seconded. Cllr DW was re-elected as chair.
Clerk also asked for nominations for vice-chair. Cllr SJ nominated Cllr JC with Cllr KW seconding. Cllr JC re-elected as vice-chair.
Cllrs DW & JC signed their Acceptance of Office forms & Clerk counter-signed.
Standing Orders and Polices:
a. Review (sign off) Internal Control Checklist – Cllr SC had reviewed the Internal Control Checklist and confirmed that each item had been met. Copy available on website.
b. Review (sign-off) Risk Register – clerk had reviewed the risk register and deemed that no changes were necessary, a copy had been circulated before the meeting. Cllr DW signed document.
c. Review Accessibility Statement – as per recent audit an Accessibility Statement is required for the website. A draft has been drawn up and our web developer was asked to perform a quick audit of the current website. A number of failures were found. As part of the rebuild of the website to move over to the .gov.uk address changes will be made to ensure website is compliant to WCAG 2.2. Once the website has been migrated a further audit may be required. Clerk requested quotes from website audit companies; one quoted £8000 for a full audit. A user audit could be completed for £495+vat with another company. This will be discussed at a further meeting.
d. Adopt IT Policy – following on from recent audit it was noted that the parish council did not have an IT Policy. Clerk drafted a policy and distributed to cllrs before the meeting. The policy was agreed and adopted; Cllr DW signed document.

Agree Minutes of last meeting May 25:
Minutes agreed and signed

Any other Matters:
No further matters

Meeting closed at 19:18

Minutes of Great Budworth Annual Meeting held on  1 1 th   May 202 6     The meeting opened at 1 9:00     Present :   Parish Cllrs; Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW),  Vice - Chair  Cllr Justin Culver (JC), Cllr Steven Jennings (SJ),   Cllr Steve Coppell (SC) ,  Cllr Karen Williams (KW) ,   Cllr Tyler Hutton (TH)   & Cllr John Hickey (J H)     Ward Cllr s : Lynn Gibbon (LG)   & Phil Marshall (PM)     Clerk:   Caroline Constable (CC)     Chairman’s Report (in summary):     Chair  Cllr  Dave Wilkinson :     Cllr DW welcome d everyone to the meeting  commenting on the fact that i t   is now three  years si nce  the last elections. He  then  mentioned the  unexpected  passing of C llr Chris Wise   last May stating that  he will be sadly missed.     Lower Pumphouse:   Repairs to the roof of the Lower P ump house took place  and  he noted that  it is still well used   with  people tur ning up with 20 litre drums to boot loads of ceramic pots ,  he  a l so commented on  some of  t he bad parking at the junction  when water was being collected.  We  also had a visit in January from  a passionate group   ext olling the many benefits of the natural spring water , informing us that it is  only one of two natural springs still in operation in Cheshire.     Roads:   P rogress  has been made with CW&C carr ying out  numerous   repairs through out the village. We had  been promised a full repai r to High Street with the replacement of  damage d   kerb stones but w hat   we got was a se alant over the to p of the current surface to stop any fur ther deterioration ,   and whilst  the repair has  held over the winter the re is still no sign of the kerb sto nes being repaired/replaced.  Cll r Lynn Gibbon promi sed to chase this up.     Planning:   Planning has continued to be challenging  especially with issues over Box Hedge Hall  and   Crownest  Lane  and the parish council   seem to have little say on what is done  especially when some indi viduals  know how to work the system in their favour .     Banking & Emails:   The setting up of the new .gov email addresses has been an ongoing problem throughout the last  year but finally  it appears  that the is s ues are being re solved .  The current account  has now  transferred  to Lloyd’s bank  where  online payments   can now be done .     Gully Mapping:   CWAC has set up a map of all the grids in the b o rough   and  asked  for help in  identifying   is sues to help  with   planning gully clearing maintenance in the future.     Other:   Cllr K aren  W illi ams   continues to help a resident with issues over floodin g from  neighbouring  farmland   and has been inv olved  with getting  the   village onto a  filming database , helping to promote  the village as a filming location.    

