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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 11th May 2026

The meeting opened at 19:19

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Justin Culver (JC), Steven Jennings (SJ), Karen Williams (KW), Steve Coppell (SC), Tyler Hutton (TH) & John Hickey (JH)

Ward Cllrs: Lynn Gibbon (LG) & Phil Marshall (PM)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from Ward Cllr Norman Wright (NW) 


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations


Public Forum: 
Six members of the public where present including Mr Bob Wilkinson, Chair to the Parish Hall CIO and Mr Michael Roberts from Take the Cake Productions who wished to talk to the pc about filming within the village.
Michael and his colleague Elric have written a light-hearted sitcom called Morbid about the lives of a pair of siblings following the death of their parents who owned a funeral director’s business. They have already filmed a pilot but wished to revisit the series and wanted a quintessential English village to set some of the scenes and after visiting Great Budworth fell in love with the locality. They are initially filming a few ‘shorts’ with 2 actors and a small crew and hoped to film within the church yard and surrounding streets. They did not expect to cause any disruptions or inconvenience and hoped that the parish council and residents would allow them to film.
Cllr DW commented that as long as residents were kept ‘in the loop’ he could not see any problem and asked that we be informed of the dates that they wished to film so that the information could be forwarded to residents.

Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 02/03/26 were agreed, approved and signed. 
The minutes from the extra-ordinary meeting held on 07/04/26 to discuss the replacement of the gas pipework, buildings Insurance contribution and Box Hedge Hall appeal, were agreed, approved and signed.

Actions from last meeting:
	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Assess village welcome finial posts on Westage Lane
	DW
	Looked at but nothing actioned as yet

	2
	Send details of country houses to filming company
	KC
	Sent details for Cogshall Hall & Aston Park House

	3
	Send detailed instructions on pc emails to SC 
	CC
	√

	4
	Organise fixing of guttering on upper pumphouse
	DW
	Still to be done

	5
	Assess sandstone plinth on upper pumphouse
	DW
	Still to be done. Cllr JH offered to take on this task

	6
	Contact Nick Bowman for schedule of work & costs for The Avenue
	CC
	Not yet done due to financial year end workload

	7
	Give go ahead for website changes and migration to .gov.uk
	CC
	√

	8
	Look into creating a Design Statement
	JC
	Not yet done. Cllr JH stated that it was a detailed proposition to create a design statement and offered assistance. Cllrs JC & JH will take on the task together




	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Cllr JH has received comments from many residents concerning parking within the village, particularly on Church Street and at the pub. The issue primarily stems from parents at school drop-off and pickup. Cllr TH believes that it is not an issue with the amount of available parking as there is plenty on Smithy Lane and the Parish Field but the fact that parents do not seem to want to walk. Cllr JH was also concerned that parking spaces at the pub were being removed. Cllr SC stated that whilst the lines on the 3 spots nearest to the upper pumphouse might require new markings the PC had previously given the go ahead to the landlord to close off the spaces when needed for deliveries. The end space does also cause issues for entry to the pub via the ramp and as such is not a convenient place to park.
Cllr JH also wished to raise concerns over the hedges/verges on Westage Lane, the apparent narrowing of the road and the lack of footpath. Cllr SC stated that as the road had been shut for so long the vegetation had grown and encroached on the roadside thus reducing the width of the road. Cllr DW advised that he will ask landowners to cut back further than normal. Cllr JH asked whether there was funding to create a footpath. Cllr LG stated that as there has never been a footpath along the stretch of road in question funding would not likely be available and that most of the road was under the jurisdiction of Cheshire East.
Cllr TH wished to raise the issue of increased traffic through the village due most likely to the continued closure of Pickmere Lane. Cllr LG advised that CW&C have been chasing Cheshire East to get the road open.
	















DW

	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
Cllrs PM & LG– 
· Report for April/May has been distributed and to note that the ‘Report IT’ app is no longer active due to numerous issues but that access is still available through the website and that any feedback on it’s use would be appreciated
· Following on from the pc’s gully mapping Cllrs PM & LG met with Highways to discuss issues with the interactive map and that thanks to the pc’s efforts improvements have now been made to the system
· The Local Plan is still in production, a draft is expected at the end of the year. However, there are still concerns over the terming of ‘grey’ belt and the increase in housing target numbers which may threaten the greenbelt
· Within the Local Plan it is noted that some villages have been deemed to have good transport links just because they have a bus service to the nearest town and they are then deemed prime for development. Due to this a number of small scale development applications have been received 
· The increase in housing target numbers has also been challenged as they are not achievable
· Cllr LG stated that following on from a query last meeting, the notes/actions for the Community Connections meeting are now available and had been sent to CC
· Devolved council has now formed but the Mayor will not be elected until 2027. £10M has been given to the Mayoral Fund which needs to be split across the three authorities but as yet there is still no criteria about how the money will be spent
· MP Ester McVey has been instrumental in creating a petition against Peak Cluster and all councils/parish councils are encouraged to sign as the pipeline is not deemed commercially viable and will have grave impact of the local area
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	Progress Reports
a) Flooding at Little Dene
Landowner has still not replied to the pc’s letter. Cllr KW is hoping to ‘bump into’ the landowner to ask why promised work has still not been completed
b) Banking
Cllr JC still having issues accessing online banking. CC to arrange a meeting to sort out
c) Email
Following on from a training session in April, CC believes that issues have now been resolved and she will move all future emails onto the new pc email addresses. The website will also be updated with the new emails
d) Box Hedge Hall
An appeal was received following CW&C’s refusal to grant the Lawful Development Certificate. The PC held an extra-ordinary meeting on 7th April to discuss and it was agreed that CC would send a comment to the Planning Inspector supporting CW&C’s original refusal (comment sent)
e) Guttering on Upper Pump House
Some repairs still needed. Cllr DW to organise
f) The Avenue
CC unable to meet Nick Bowman due to workload constraint completing the financial year end and all associated work caused by internal audit. A site visit with Nick will to be arranged. Work not now likely until autumn
g) Website
Web developer Nick Baron-Morgan given go ahead to start the migration over to the .gov.uk address. Following on from the audit requirement for an accessibility statement the site was reviewed and found to be lacking. Nick will make necessary changes which he estimates will take around 5 hours. CC advised that she had obtained quotes for a full audit but at a cost of £8000 this was prohibitive. A less expensive user audit could be considered at a cost of £495+Vat. This will be discussed at a future meeting once the migration has been finalised. Item to be added to next meeting agenda
h) Defibrillator
Cllr SC advised that the box to hold the defibrillator at the pub is broken and will cost approx. £600 to replace. The landlord is asking the brewery whether they will cover the cost. If they will not the PC may need to cover or look for funding
i) Heritage Society
Mr Bowman had emailed a statement to CC that he said the Charities Commission needed to have the PC agree to and minute to ensure that any monies received from the society would only be used for hard landscaping works. A resolution has been produced (see Appendix I) and was agreed and signed by Cllrs DW & JC. The resolution states: ‘The PC hereby resolves that, upon receipt of funds from the Heritage Society, it will use the same only for the purpose of carrying out hard landscaping works within the village of Great Budworth’. This will be forwarded to Mr Bowman 
j) Contributing to cost of Bowling Club clubhouse Renovations (in addition discuss applying for an Asset of Community Value (ACV))
Mr Bob Wilkinson chair to the Bowling Club was asked for an update on the project. He informed the PC that a further £5000 had been donated by a very generous resident but that there was still a shortfall. Cllr DW asked what the shortfall was but Mr Wilkinson could not provide this information. He did state however, that United Utilities (UU) had quoted £7700 to join the building to the main sewer only 10 metres away. The cost was deemed to be prohibitive to the project and discussions have been had over the reduction of the project removing everything bar the toilets. This was deemed unsuitable and the go ahead for the project was given the go ahead at the last meeting of the trustees, work is now expected to commence sometime in October. The Bowling Club still require outside funding and Mr Wilkinson asked whether the PC would contribute funding to cover the cost of the work by UU. Cllr DW stated that the PC would need to know the full cost of the project before a decision could be made. Cllr SJ volunteered to meet with Mr Wilkinson to discuss the project further and will update the PC at the next meeting. Cllr SC asked whether MP Ester McVey could be asked to get involved with UU over what appears to be a very high cost for connecting to the main sewer. CC and Cllr LG stated that they did not think this was something that an MP could affect, however, all pc cllrs asked that a letter be sent. CC will contact Ms McVey
Applying for an ACV was then discussed. Cllr JH was unsure what the ACV actually provided and did not want to vote for something that he was not 100% sure of, the remaining cllrs voted to apply for the ACV. CC will complete the application
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	Finance
a) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 31/03/26 (tax year 25/26) were checked and signed off by JC (current, balance £9298.58) & SC (95 day, balance £21155.88)
Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 30/04/26 (tax year 26/27) were checked and sign off by SJ (current, balance £20947.31) & JH (95 day, balance £21202.02)
b) Final Spend against Budget (current account) 2025/2026 – spreadsheet presented. Figures show starting balance of £8018.95 with closing balance of £9298.58, £1811.87 of which was moved from the Natwest Reserve Account when it was closed. Thus the actual closing balance was £7486.71, which shows that the precept still does not cover all expenditure and as such the current yearly 10% increase in the precept is still warranted
c) Accounting Statement was presented showing all receipts and expenditure. Document will be published to the website
d) Certificate of Exemption - Total receipts/expenditure was below the £25000 threshold and as such the PC can issue a Certificate of Exemption for external audit. The document was signed by Cllr DW & CC and will be published to the website & noticeboard & will be forwarded to the external auditor
e) Exercise of Public Rights – the exercise of public rights for viewing of the accounts will be published (noticeboard & website) on the 1st June and accounts can be viewed between 3rd June and 14th July. Contact CC between these dates if you wish to view them
f) Internal Audit – the internal audit was presented with the following findings:
a. The council did not review, update and approve a risk assessment during the financial year - this was an oversight and has now been reviewed and signed off during the annual meeting
b. There was no accessibility statement published on the website to demonstrate compliance with WACG 2.2 - again this was an oversight. The website is compliant with 2.1 and requires updating to be compliant with 2.2. A review and update of the website is taking place and an Accessibility Statement has been drafted, once the website has been updated and migrated to the .gov.uk address a further audit will take place and the Accessibility Statement can be adopted. Item to be added to future agenda
c. There is no adopted IT Policy – new requirement of WCAG 2.2 and as such has been created, reviewed and adopted as part of Annual Meeting
d. The debit card purchase of the defibrillator was at a cost of £1287.60, which exceeds the authorisation limit for card purchases of £500. The purchase was authorised before payment in minutes (12/01/26) but it was not explicitly stated that the purchase would be made using the debit card. Noted for future reference
e. The defibrillator was entered into the asset register at a value of £1200. The net value was £988. Net value should be used. Asset register now updated
g) Annual Return and AGAR Signoff – Section 1 & Section 2 of the AGAR (Annual Governance Statement & Accounting Statement) were signed by Cllr DW & CC. Documents will be published to noticeboard & website
h) VAT Reclaim – 2025/2026 VAT of £394.50 reclaimed via HMRC on 14/4/26 and paid into the current account on 23/4/26
i) Parish Hall Insurance Contribution – invoice for £360.67 presented to Mr Wilkinson who will ensure payment is made
j) Payments/Receipts up to 11/05/26 (see below)

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Payments made between last meeting (2/3/26) and financial year end (31/3/26)

	Cheshire Community Action
	 Membership renewal
	
	
	22.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Account fee
	
	
	4.75

	Closing balance 9298.58

	Payments made in new financial year 2026-2027 after 1/4/26

	CW&C
	Precept
	
	12659.14
	

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/04/26 
for period 01/03/26 – 31/03/26 (SO)
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Extra salary for period above; 6.75hrs @ £18ph £121.50
	0026
	
	121.50

	HMRC
	VAT reclaim
	
	394.50
	

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/05/26
for period 01/04/26 – 30/04/26 (SO)
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Extra salary for period above; 10.25hrs @ £18ph £184.50
	0028
	
	184.50

	Clerk
	Reimbursements
	0025
	
	76.10

	JDH Business Services
	Internal Audit
	0024
	
	380.40

	Lloyds Bank
	Account fee
	
	
	4.75

	Microsoft
	365 renewal
	
	
	104.99

	Chalc
	Membership renewal
	0027
	
	118.40

	Streamflow
	Gas pipework replacement
	
	
	786.00

	HMRC
	Employers NI
	
	
	41.17

	Totals
	
	
	13053.64
	2807.31



	Current Account Opening Balance
01/04/26
	In
	Out
	Current Account Closing Balance 11/05/26

	9298.58
	13053.64
	2807.31
	19544.91
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	Correspondence
	1
	Planning Appeal
	25/01778/LDC – APP/A0665/x/26/3378028
	Box Hedge Hall
	Lawfulness Certificate for roadway through property from Crownest Lane
	Comments sent to planning inspector supporting CW&C’s originally refusal

	2
	Planning Application
	26/00903/CAT
	16 High Street
	Fell 1 Norwegian Spruce
	No comments

	3
	Planning Application
	26/00963/FUL
	The Butts, Smithy Lane
	Removal of garage & rear conservatory, erection of a single storey front porch, single storey side and rear extension & alterations to front window
	No comments

	4
	Planning Application
	26/00941/FUL
	Land at Morris Farm, Knutsford Rd, Antrobus
	Change of use from farm diversification area of grassland to carpark & farm building to house milk vending machine
	No comments

	5
	Planning Application
	26/01158/FUL
	2 Dene Cottages, Warrington Road
	Detached double garage & store
	No comments

	6
	Email from Cheshire East
	Final draft Local List Supplementary Planning Document Consultation
	No comments

	7
	Temporary Road Closure
	Belmont Road 19/03/26
	
	Clerk posted to website

	8
	Temporary Road Closure
	Westage lane 19/03/26
	
	Clerk posted to website

	9
	Temporary Road Closure
	High Street 19/03/26
	
	Clerk posted to website

	10
	Temporary Road Closure
	Budworth Lane 01/04/26
	
	Clerk posted to website

	11
	Temporary Road Closure
	High Street 15/04/26
	
	Clerk posted to website

	12
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Anderton Nature Park, Whitton Mill & Marbury Car Parks
	No longer locking at night
	Cllr LG stated that no issues have so far been reported

	13
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	CW&C Emergency Council Meeting
	Peak Cluster Pipeline/Housing Target
	Clerk posted to website

	14
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Your Bus flyer
	Clerk posted to website & sent to Anna for inclusion in Bulletin

	15
	Email from Chalc
	Online Connections – Town & Parish Council Nature Recovery Toolkit
	

	16
	Email from Cheshire Police
	New PCSO introduction – PCSO Simon Donnelly
	PCSO will attend a meeting when he is able

	17
	Email from Chalc
	West Cheshire Town & Parish Council Conference 2026
	

	18
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Works at Budworth Mere
	
	Clerk posted to website

	19
	Email from Michael Roberts
	Filming enquiry
	
	See public forum above

	20
	Email from Phil Marshall
	Great British Spring Clean
	
	Equipment delivered and is available for loan for 2 months

	21
	Email from Phil Marshall
	March Marbury Update
	
	Clerk posted to website

	22
	Email from CW&C
	Filming Permission & Public Liability document
	No issues

	23
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Community Noise Portal
	
	Clerk posted to website

	24
	Email from Chalc
	BrightHR Employment Law updates
	
	Clerk attended webinar. Company offered free document reviews so CC has sent a number of documents for review. Awaiting response as to whether anything needs changing

	25
	Email from Chalc
	Cheshire & Warrington Combines Authory – next steps meeting
	Clerk posted to website

	26
	Email from Home Instead
	Wished us to advertise them on the website
	
	Councillors declined

	27
	Email from Chalc
	Joint Audit Advisory Committee
	

	28
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Message from Nick Walkley, Interim Chief Exec Cheshire & Warrington Combined Authority
	Clerk posted to website

	29
	Email from CW&C
	Weaver Square redevelopment – drop-in event
	Clerk posted to website

	30
	Email from Phil Marshal
	Marbury Ward April-May update
	Clerk posted to website

	31
	Email from Transition Northwich
	Invitation to People’s Emergency Briefing, community screening in Winsford (damage to nature & climate)
	Clerk posted to website

	32
	Email from Arley Hall
	Notice of fireworks 16th & 17th May
	Clerk posted to website




	6
	Any Other Business
No further business
	





Confirmed date of next meeting, 06/07/2026

Meeting closed at 21:18

[bookmark: _Hlk6233496]Abbreviations: pc (parish council), cllr (councillor), cllrs (councillors), cllrs’ (councillors’), cllr’s (councillor’s), CW&C (Cheshire West and Chester), GBPC (Great Budworth Parish Council), NALC (National Association of Local Councils), chalc (Cheshire Association of Local Councils)
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