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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 2nd March 2026

The meeting opened at 19:00

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Justin Culver (JC), Steven Jennings (SJ), Karen Williams (KW), Steve Coppell (SC), Tyler Hutton (TH) & John Hickey (JH)

Ward Cllr: Lynn Gibbon (LG)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from Ward Cllrs Phil Marshall (PM) & Norman Wright (NW) 


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations


Public Forum: 
Seven members of the public where present including Mr Bill Anderson; who wished to raise the continued issue with fallen leaves on the High Street and to request an update on the broken interactive traffic sign on the A559, Mr Bob Wilkinson Chair of the Parish Hall CIO and Mr Rob Bowman Chair of the Heritage Society.

Mr Anderson wished to ascertain when the speed sign on the A559 would be fixed. CC advised that Highways have now confirmed an issue with the power supply and a job has been raised with Scottish Power (see Correspondence # 8).

Peeling paint on the village welcome finial posts on Westage Lane was also raised. Cllr SJ suggested a working party to address. Cllr DW to assess and report back.

Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 12/01/26 were agreed, approved and signed. 

Actions from last meeting:
	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Draft letter to owner of Little Dene & landowner re flooding issues
	KW
	√

	2
	Finalise above and send to respective parties
	CC
	See agenda item 3b

	3
	Close Nest pension
	CC
	See agenda item 3d

	4
	CC to help JC with online banking access
	CC
	See agenda item 3e

	5
	Compile gully mapping data & send to CW&C
	CC
	See agenda item 3g

	6
	Contact filming database workshop people for an update
	KW
	See agenda item 3c

	7
	Contact Nick Bowman for schedule of work & costs for The Avenue
	CC
	See agenda item 3k

	8
	Give go ahead for creation of .gov.uk website
	CC
	See agenda item 3l

	9
	Apply to Members Budget for contribution to cost of defib unit
	CC
	Missed deadline, can apply in new financial year

	10
	Purchase new defib unit & bleed kit
	CC
	See agenda item 3m

	11
	Add agenda item to next meeting – discussion of helping fund bowling club renovations
	CC
	√

	12
	Put together a proposal for the above
	SJ
	See agenda item 6

	13
	Send planning meeting details to JH
	CC
	√

	14
	Send precept request to CW&C
	CC
	√




	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Cllr JH wished to raise issues with hedges/verges within the village and parking difficulties on Church Street as well as a concern over planters along the pavements. He remembers that some were approved many years ago and a requirement for insurance was also included but he is concerned that many more have now been added. Mr Anderson stated that he has a document stating the requirements and a list of approved planters which he will forward onto the pc
	








	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
Cllr LG – 
· Interim report for February has been distributed (CC confirmed that it has been forwarded and posted on the website)
· Cllr JH asked whether the notes from the recent planning meeting (4/2/26) are available. Cllr LG stated that whilst she has chased them up they are not. Cllr LG also expressed dismay over the lack of information following the Champion meetings where updates are still not forthcoming even though she has emailed the chief exec
· Confirmed that budget/precept was agreed at the last full council meeting and that council tax will be increasing. Conservatives had requested a number of amendments to the budget, including an increase in gully cleaning and fly tipping monitoring that were refused (within Marbury there is at least 1 commercial fly tipping per month and 12 domestic, which they feel needs addressing). Further funding to the Parent forum was agreed
· Devolved council now given go ahead from central government and monthly interim board meetings are going ahead (next is 10/3 in Ellesmere Port). Funding will be £21.7m over the next 30 years but as the mayoral elections have not yet taken place how the interim payment of £10m will be spent has not yet been agreed
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	Progress Reports
a) 50 Church Street
No further issues have been reported and it appears work has stopped. Item will be tabled until further notice
b) Flooding at Little Dene
Letter sent to the landowner but as yet no reply received
c) Filming Database
Cllr LG stated that the group are awaiting funding and that she had an enquiry with regards to filming in Great Budworth. Cllr KW confirmed that she had also been contacted and a filming company is looking for large country house locations for filming a 1920’s romantic programme. Cogshall Hall & Aston Hall suggested. Cllr KW will reply
d) Nest Pension
Legislation states that a pension fund must be provided if employees are aged between 22 and retirement age and income exceeds £10000. If income increases in the future a scheme will be needed so it will remain open
e) Banking
CC discovered that issues with authorising Cllr JC’s admittance to online banking is due to a spelling mistake in the authorising email address. Cllr JC has since attempted to register but has not been successful, he will attempt again
f) Email
Cllr SC still having issues. CC will send detailed instructions
g) Gully Mapping
Data sent to Cllr PM and an incident log has been generated. However, response suggests that no immediate action will be taken, the grids/gullies that need attention will be added to the future schedule
h) Box Hedge Hall
The Lawfulness Certificate for the roadway within the grounds has been refused, however work had already been started. Planning have also stated that they do not approve of the gate added onto Crownest Lane but have no objection to the fencing. The situation will continue to be monitored
i) Guttering on Upper Pump House
One section of the guttering has been fixed, however a second section is still in need of repair. Cllr DW to organise. Cllr JH also stated that the sandstone plinth above the ‘doorway’ entrance is eroding and perhaps needs investigating. Cllr DW to assess
j) Water filtration on spring water into Lower pumphouse
Quotes for adding a filtration system have not been forthcoming and as the latest test results were within safe limits it was decided not to take this further at the present time
k) The Avenue
A site visit with Nick Bowman is to be arranged to deal with the issues raised at the last maintenance visit
l) Website
Mock up of changes to website sent to all cllrs. All were in agreement with the changes. CC to give go ahead for changes and migration over to .gov.uk
m) Defibrillator
New defibrillator and bleed kit purchased and passed onto Cllr SC. Cllr SC stated that the box positioned on the George & Dragon pub is currently not working. The landlord is investigating
n) Heritage Society
Mr Bowman reported that the charities commission require minutes stating that any funds provided after the dissolving of the society must be ringfenced for specific projects. Although minutes from the November 2025 meeting state that any funds would be ringfenced no mention was made at that time about specific project requirements. Specific projects would include maintaining cobbled areas, kerb stones etc.. Mr Bowman will send the required wording for inclusion and agreement at the next meeting.
Cllr LG asked whether the pc had a Design Statement which would ensure that heritage assets retained their aesthetic and any future developments would take the statement into account. Cllr JC volunteered to look into this 
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	4
	Finance
a) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 31/01/26 were checked and signed off by KW (current, balance £12121.88) & SC (95 day, balance £21061.50)
b) Quarterly Spend against Budget – spreadsheet presented. Estimated (budgeted) end of year balance was approx. £7500, balance currently approx. £9300 with just a few more payments expected before year end. Difference due to saving of approx. £600 on insurance, fewer IT costs (website rebuild cost of approx. £350 likely to fall within 2026/2027), & fewer maintenance issues
c) Payments/Receipts up to 02/03/26 (see below)
d) Clerks Hours – approach of financial year end will mean more hours. CC requested increase in hours from 6 per week to 9 per week until work completed. All in agreement

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Clerk
	Salary – 02/02/26 
for period 01/01/26 – 31/01/26 (SO)
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Salary – 02/03/26
for period 01/02/26 – 28/02/26 (SO)
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Reimbursements
	0023
	
	61.08

	Amazon
	Folders (Debit Cd)
	
	
	12.99

	Lloyds
	Banking fee January (Direct)

	
	
	5.75

	HMRC
	Employer NI (DD)
	
	
	22.95

	123Reg.co.uk
	Domain renewal (Debit Cd)
	
	
	22.79

	SLCC
	Membership renewal (Direct)
	
	
	116.00

	Defib Supplies
	Purchase of defibrillator & bleed kit (Debit Cd)
	
	
	1287.60

	Tim Stansfield
	Village Xmas tree (Direct)
	
	
	230.00

	Lloyds
	Banking fee February (Direct)
	
	
	4.75

	CW&C
	December Water testing (Debit Cd)
	
	
	105.55

	Amazon
	Ink (Debit Cd)
	
	
	55.57

	Totals
	
	
	
	2861.03



	Current Account Opening Balance
12/1/26
	In
	Out
	Current Account Closing Balance 02/03/26

	12186.36
	
	2861.03
	9325.33
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	Correspondence
	1
	Planning Application
	26/00330/CAT
	Blackthorn School Lane 
	Leylandii – request to fell due to proximity to property
	No comments

	2
	Planning Application
	26/00365/TPO
	Bronslow House Budworth Lane
	Lime trees – reduce by 2-3m
	No comments

	3
	Planning Application
	25/03074/FUL
	Stubbs Cottage 13 High Street
	Replacement windows, re-roofing including replacement of slate and roof timbers, installation of a garden shed
	No comments

	4
	Planning Application
	25/03551/LBC
	Stubbs Cottage 13 High Street
	Replacement windows, re-roofing including replacement of slate and roof timbers, installation of a garden shed
	No comments

	5
	Email from Cheshire East
	Cheshire East – new local plan consultation
	

	6
	Email from CW&C
	Neighbourhood Planning Jan26 Newsletter
	Clerk posted to website

	7
	Email from chalc
	Planning for the Future - survey
	
	Clerk completed

	8
	Email(s) from Highways
	Interactive Traffic Sign on A559
	Update – power fault, incident raised with Scottish Power
	

	9
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Latest update re – High Street
	
	

	10
	Email from chalc
	Roadworks Information
	
	Clerk posted to website

	11
	Email from CW&C
	Precept request confirmation
	

	12
	Email from JACS Village Gateways
	Village gateways
	
	

	13
	Email from chalc
	Cheshire Fire & Rescue Services 26/27 budget consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	14
	Email from chalc
	Cheshire Day - stories request
	

	15
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	PCSO Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	16
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury PC Update January 2026
	
	Clerk posted to website

	17
	Email from HS2
	Latest Update on Northern Powerhouse Rail
	
	

	18
	Email from chalc
	Cheshire & Warrington combined authority Proposed Interim CE
	

	19
	Email from Budapest Café Orchestra
	Possibility of holding a concert
	Passed to Cllr SJ 

	20
	Email from chalc
	Cheshire & Warrington – Rural Needs Analysis online consultation invite
	

	21
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Community Ambassadors
	
	

	22
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Filming Database update
	
	

	23
	Email from PCSO
	Jan/Feb Report
	
	Clerk posted to website

	24
	Email from CW&C
	Scrutiny Bulletin
	
	Clerk posted to website

	25
	Email from Keep Britain Tidy
	2026 Spring Clean Flyer
	
	DW to arrange something. KW asked whether equipment was provided. CC to contact streetscene

	26
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury Ward Cllr NPPF full consultation response
	

	27
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury interim report
	Clerk posted to website

	28
	Email from Cheshire Police
	Letter to parish councils regarding PCSO’s
	Clerk posted to website

	29
	Email from chalc
	Connections online planning meeting re section 106’s
	

	30
	Email from Nantwich Town Council
	Requesting support for legislative change on sale and use of fireworks
	See agenda item 7

	31
	Email from CW&C
	Cheshire & Warrington Devolution Update
	Clerk posted to website

	32
	Email from chalc
	Thinking Ahead Strategy results
	
	

	33
	Email from Arley Hall
	2026 – what’s on
	Clerk posted to website




	6
	Contributing to cost of Bowling/Tennis Club Clubhouse Renovations
Cllr SJ opened the discussion stating that whilst he was in favour of providing funds a decision could not be made until the bowling club could provide evidence that they had exhausted all other funding avenues. 
Mr Wilkinson (Bowling Club Chair) stated that the club was in the process of making grant applications. He also presented a breakdown of the costs involved in the project which are approx.. £48000. The bowling club currently has approx. £32000. Around £6000 has already been donated by generous residents but there is still a considerable shortfall. 
It has been suggested that the project be reduced with just the addition of toilets but as they are the majority of the cost it is felt that changing the plans at this time would not be beneficial.
Cllr TH stated that he had spoken to a number of residents who were not in favour of spending what was filming monies on the project as they did not feel it was beneficial to the whole village and the monies would be better spent on maintaining the village heritage.
Cllr KW stated that she would be attending the Tennis Club AGM and would ask whether anyone would help with grant applications.
Cllr JC also stated that at the last meeting it was suggested that the residents be asked how they would like the monies being spent.
Mr Wilkinson closed with a request that if funds could not be donated would the pc consider lending the bowling club the money. 
This will be added to a future discussion
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	7
	Support for legislative change to the sale and use of fireworks
Nantwich Town Council sent a request for support in expressing concern over the private sale and use of fireworks which they have sent to their MP, the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary (see Correspondence item #30).
Cllr TH asked why it was the job of the pc to raise these concerns and Cllr JC suggested that it was similar to asking the pc to sign a petition and that whilst they might support it privately they did not think it should form an official view. All were in agreement
	


	8
	Any Other Business
No further business
	




Confirmed date of next meeting, 11/05/2026 – Annual and Ordinary meetings

Meeting closed at 20:36

[bookmark: _Hlk6233496]Abbreviations: pc (parish council), cllr (councillor), cllrs (councillors), cllrs’ (councillors’), cllr’s (councillor’s), CW&C (Cheshire West and Chester), GBPC (Great Budworth Parish Council), NALC (National Association of Local Councils), chalc (Cheshire Association of Local Councils)
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