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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 12th January 2026

The meeting opened at 19:02

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Justin Culver (JC), Steven Jennings (SJ), Karen Williams (KW) 

Ward Cllr: Lynn Gibbon (LG)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

PC applicant : Mr John Hickey (JH)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from Ward Cllrs Phil Marshall (PM) & Norman Wright (NW) and Parish Cllrs Steve Coppell (SC) & Tyler Hutton (TH)


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations


Public Forum: 
Seven members of the public where present including Mr Bill Anderson; who wished to raise the issue over the broken interactive traffic sign on the A559 and Mr James Caggianelli who wished to talk about the Great Budworth spring. 

Mr Caggianelli expressed strong concern regarding the spring at the Lower Pump House and the possibility of its closure due to rising nitrate levels, as discussed in previous meetings. He noted that many similar springs across the country have already been closed and stated that the Great Budworth Spring is one of only two remaining within the county.
Mr Caggianelli arranged for independent water testing in December 2025, which showed nitrate levels of 49 mg/l, just below the 50 mg/l safety threshold. CC confirmed that parish council testing conducted in the same month recorded nitrate levels of 47 mg/l. Despite this, Mr Caggianelli believes that the spring should not be closed even if nitrate levels were to exceed the recommended limit.
He explained that people travel from across the country to collect water from the spring, including himself, who travels from Preston every two weeks. He stated that visits are motivated not only by the quality of the water but also by spiritual and religious significance.
Mr Caggianelli described the spring water as pure and superior to mains tap water, which he believes contains chemicals and microplastics that are detrimental to health. He asserted that, even with elevated nitrate levels, the spring water remains beneficial.
He also raised concerns about potential water treatment methods should these be introduced. In particular, he expressed apprehension that UV filtration could affect the water’s quality, and that other treatment processes might remove minerals and compromise what he described as the water’s healing properties.
Cllr DW thanked Mr Caggianelli for his passionate statement and advised that further discussions would be made as part of agenda item 3j, which would be brought up for discussion after Ward Councillor Reports.

Mr Anderson wished to ascertain when the speed sign on the A559 would be fixed. CC advised that the issue had been reported to Highways on at least two occasions (responses within Correspondence # 9 & 10) and that it had now been added to an external contractor’s schedule for attendance.

To receive and consider application for the office of Parish Councillor
Resident John Hickey (JH) recently applied for one of the vacant pc positions and via email all were in favour of co-opting at the meeting. Cllr DW asked for a proposer and seconder to the appointment.  Cllr SJ proposed and Cllr JC seconded. Mr Hickey was then asked to sign the Acceptance of Office which was then countersigned by CC. Cllr DW formally welcomed Cllr JH to the parish council.

Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 03/11/25 were agreed, approved and signed. 

Actions from last meeting:
	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Get a price for a replacement defib unit
	SC
	√ - see agenda item 6

	2
	Contact Highways re state of High Street resurfacing
	LG
	√ - see correspondence #11

	3
	Send details of Northwich Community Hub to Cllr SJ
	KW
	√

	4
	Pass on details of Northwich Community Hub to editor of Budworth Bulletin
	SJ
	√

	5
	Chase landowner re flooding issues at Little Dene
	LG
	√ - see agenda item 3b

	6
	Respond to Nest’s complaint outcome
	CC
	√ - see responses in correspondence # 13 &38

	7
	Look at closing the Nest pension scheme
	CC
	

	8
	Do a test payment authorisation on internet banking
	CC
	√ - DW access now complete, see agenda item 3e

	9
	Final mapping of gulleys
	DW
	√ - CC will compile & send to relevant CW&C department

	10
	Contact resident regarding speeding/traffic issues on Budworth Lane
	CC
	√

	11
	Contact Nick Barron Morgan re website
	CC
	√ - see agenda item 3l

	12
	Contact local painter re telephone box library
	DW
	√ - working on

	13
	Obtain quotes for treatment of spring water to lower pump house
	CC
	√ - in progress




	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Cllr SJ – wished to suggest that the PC contribute to the cost of the bowling club clubhouse renovations and for a discussion to be added as a future agenda item. Cllr SJ believes that as the pc own the bowling and tennis clubs that contributions should be made towards the cost of the renovations from the ringfenced filming monies. He believes that the cost of renovation is likely to exceed £20,000 and feels that a £10,000 contribution should be made by the pc. He has spoken to a number of residents who are not opposed to the idea and some are prepared to contribute themselves. 
Cllr JH asked whether the new toilet facilities would be accessible, Mr Bob Wilkinson (chair to the bowling club & parish hall committee) confirmed that they would be and that applications had been made for funding from outside parties but they had yet to be successful in any bids. Ward Cllr LG suggested that they check out funding avenues published every month in the ward cllrs update. CC confirmed that this information had already been sent to the parish hall committee. Cllr SJ offered to co-ordinate with Ward Cllr LG and Mr Wilkinson to see if further funding could be found.CC will add to the March agenda. Cllr SJ will put a proposal together with costings

Cllr DW – having failed to mention at the last pc meeting Cllr DW wished to ask that the pc cover the cost of the purchase of the village Christmas tree. All were in agreement. Cllr DW will forward the invoice to CC when it is received.
	
















CC
SJ

	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
Cllr LG – 
· The full Marbury update for January has been emailed. CC confirmed that it has been circulated and uploaded to the website.
· The petition regarding the condition of Northwich High Street was presented to full council and has now been referred to the scrutiny committee which is to meet next week.
· A consultation on the loss of PCSO’s has been circulated (CC confirmed that it had been received and uploaded to the website).
· A meeting with the head of planning has been scheduled for 4th February, Cllr LG encourages all pc’s to send attendees (CC forwarded details via email). Cllr JH was interested in getting involved. CC to send details
	











CC

	3
	Progress Reports
a) 50 Church Street
No further issues have been reported. The item will remain until next meeting when it’s removal will be discussed again.
b) Flooding at Little Dene
Highways stated that the owner of Little Dene and the landowner need to sort this out between themselves (see correspondence #18). Cllr LG suggested that the pc write to both parties, KW to draft a letter and CC will finalise and send.
c) Filming Database
No further update. KW will return to the people who hosted the workshop for an update.
d) Nest Pension
Further responses to the complaint have been received (see correspondence # 13 & 38) including a final outcome. Nest still refuse to accept any responsibility for the issues experienced. CC believes that there is no point in taking it further and suggests that the pension be closed. All were in agreement.
e) Banking
Cllr DW can now authorise online payments and CC salary payment successfully set up. Cllr JC is still having issues with gaining internet banking and asks that CC help with the setup. This will be arranged between the two.
f) Email
Cllr SJ still having issues with receiving all of his email accounts into one place (including his work email). He has asked his IT department to contact CC to help resolve the issue.
g) Gully Mapping
Cllr DW finished the final road mapping. CC will compile the data and send to the relevant CW&C department.
h) Box Hedge Hall
No further issues have been reported.
i) Guttering on Upper Pump House
A local resident has managed to weld part of the guttering and will see whether the remaining broken pieces can also be fixed. If there are any costs involved the insurance details of the driver have been retained.
j) Water filtration on spring water into Lower pump house & latest test results
Cllr DW thanked Mr Caggianelli for his passionate statement and stated that talks about the closure of the spring were originally because of outside pressure from CW&C rather than local wishes. He stated that whilst signs explain that the levels of nitrate can fluctuate and that users drink the water at their own risk the pc still has a duty of care and if CW&C say the spring needs to be closed then the pc will need to comply. CC advised that testing will continue at quarterly intervals and she is attempting to get feedback from professionals as to how the water could be treated to remove the nitrates.
December test results show that the nitrate levels had fallen to 47mg/l which is within safety guidelines.
k) The Avenue
Nick Bowman completed works to the dead branches as requested and noticed a few issues; potential block drain near trees 3526/3513, heavy epicormic growth, hedge cutting requirement. CC to request a schedule of maintenance and associated costs to keep epicormic growth under control and address other issues.
l) Website
Costs estimated at £300 to create .gov.uk version of the website. The .com domain will be retained and any searches will be directed to the .gov.uk website. CC to give developer go ahead.
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	4
	Finance
a) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 31/12/25 were checked and signed off by SJ (current, balance £12895.11) & JC (95 day, balance £21014.62)
b) Budget 2026-2027 signoff – CC presented budget as per discussion from November meeting, all in agreement with figures and precept. CC will send precept request to CW&C
c) Payments/Receipts up to 12/1/26:

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/12/25 
for period 01/11/25-30/11/25
	0019
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Salary – 02/01/26
for period 01/12/25-31/12/25 (SO)
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Reimbursements
	0022
	
	180.75

	Nick Bowman
	The Avenue work
	0021
	
	520.00

	Currys
	Backup Renewal (Direct payment)

	
	
	60.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	
	1703.71



	Current Account Opening Balance
3/11/25
	In
	Out
	Current Account Closing Balance 12/1/26

	13890.07
	
	1703.71
	12186.36
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	5
	Correspondence
	1
	Planning Application
	25/003323/LBC
	9 The Mount
	Replacement sliding doors to side elevation, install new kitchen, new staircase, remove internal wall …
	No comments

	2
	Planning Application
	25/03551/LBC
	Subbs Cottage, 13 High Street
	Replacement windows and installation of garden shed
	No comments

	3
	Planning Application
	25/03559/LBC
	Alicks Rose Cottage, 57 High Street
	Roof repairs and internal refurbishment
	No comments

	4
	Planning Application
	25/03848/CAT
	Southcroft House Southbank
	Fell Birch
	No comments

	5
	Planning Application
	25/03881/TPO
	Verge adjacent to 24a High Street
	Crown clean of Holm Oak
	No comments

	6
	Email(s) from Lynn Gibbon
	Re: Planning meeting with Planning to discuss concerns
	
	

	7
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Westage Lane
	12/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	8
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	High Street
	21/01/26
	Clerk posted to website

	9
	Email from Highways
	Re: Interactive Traffic Sign a559
	
	Clerk chased up work – awaiting response

	10
	Email from Highways
	Re: Interactive Traffic Sign a559
	
	Job raised with contractor

	11
	Email from Lynn Gibbom
	High Street ‘resurfacing’ issue – response from Highways
	

	12
	Letter from SLCC
	Renewal notice
	
	

	13
	Letter(s) from Nest
	Response to complaint
	Still under investigation
	

	14
	Email(s) from Defib Supplies
	Information re defib & current cost to purchase new unit
	

	15
	Email(s) from member of the public
	Concern over Great Budworth Spring
	

	16
	Email from CW&C
	Scrutiny Bulletin
	
	Clerk posted to website

	17
	Email from PCSO
	October update
	
	Clerk posted to website

	18
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Response from Highways re Little Dene Flooding
	

	19
	Email from Cheshire Police
	Constable Dan Vinton – sending contact details
	

	20
	Email from Chalc
	Cheshire West Crowd Funding update
	

	21
	Email from Tim Hodges – user of the Parish Hall
	Requesting T&C’s for hall hire
	
	Forwarded to Parish Hall committee

	22
	Email from Wincham PC
	Loss of PCSO’s
	
	

	23
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Anderton Boat Lift update
	
	Clerk posted to website

	24
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Forwarding email from the Primary school regarding dog fouling
	
	Clerk passed onto Bulletin for inclusion in next edition

	25
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Northwich Regeneration Newsletter
	
	Clerk posted to website

	26
	Email from Chalc
	Contaminated Land Strategy Consultation Meeting
	

	27
	Email from Chalc
	Message from PCC re loss of PCSO’s
	

	28
	Email from CW&C
	Budworth Spring test results
	Clerk posted to website

	29
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Parish Council Forum update
	Clerk posted to website

	30
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	AGM Presentation
	
	

	31
	Email from PCC
	Letter regarding loss of PCSO’s
	
	

	32
	Email from PCC
	Precept Consultation
	
	

	33
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	December 2025 Newsletter
	

	34
	Email from Cheshire Police Chief Constable
	Letter regarding loss of PCSO’s
	

	35
	Email from PCC
	2025 Newsletter
	
	

	36
	Email from resident
	Lack of gritting on Budworth Lane
	Clerk emailed Highways

	37
	Email from PCSO
	Noevember/December update
	
	Clerk posted to website

	38
	Letter from Nest
	Final response to complaint about process of getting access to pension account
	They still claim they followed all procedures and complaint not upheld

	39
	Email from Lynn Gibbom
	PCSO Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	
	
	
	




	6
	Defibrillator & Bleed Kits
Cllr SC sent details of replacement unit through the British Heart Foundation @ £1308, same unit can be purchased from Defib Supplies @ £1185.60. All in agreement to purchase the unit from Defib Supplies. The purchase of a bleed kit at approx.. £85 + VAT was considered, all in agreement to purchase. 
Cllr LG stated that there was still Member Budget funding available. CC to apply for contribution to costs. 
CC then to purchase unit & bleed kit 
	






CC
CC

	7
	Any Other Business
No further business
	





Confirmed date of next meeting, 02/03/2026

Meeting closed at 20:21

[bookmark: _Hlk6233496]Abbreviations: pc (parish council), cllr (councillor), cllrs (councillors), cllrs’ (councillors’), cllr’s (councillor’s), CW&C (Cheshire West and Chester), GBPC (Great Budworth Parish Council), NALC (National Association of Local Councils), chalc (Cheshire Association of Local Councils)
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