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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 3rd November 2025

The meeting opened at 19:01

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Justin Culver (JC), Steven Jennings (SJ), Karen Williams (KW) & Tyler Hutton (TH)

Ward Cllr: Lynn Gibbon (LG)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from Ward Cllrs Phil Marshall (PM) & Norman Wright (NW) and Parish Cllr Steve Coppell (SC)


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations


Public Forum: 
Seven residents where present including Mr Bill Anderson; who wished to raise continuing issues with fallen leaves and Mr Rod Bowman who wished to raise concerns over the planned expansion to the Bowling/Tennis Club clubhouse (he was also in attendance as the Great Budworth Heritage Society representative (see agenda item 8)). 

Mr Bowman wished to ascertain the parish council’s views regarding the proposed expansion of the bowling and tennis club clubhouse, particularly given its close proximity to the parish hall. He expressed concern that the new facility might reduce bookings at the parish hall. Mr Bowman also questioned whether there was a genuine need for the expansion, noting that the existing parish hall facilities are already in regular use, and asked why the club required its own separate space. 
Cllr DW explained that the primary reason for the proposed expansion was to provide private WC facilities for members of the bowling and tennis club. While users currently have access to the parish hall’s facilities, this arrangement can present safeguarding concerns when the hall is in use, as some hall users may not wish to share the facilities at the same time. He further noted that the proposed expansion of the clubhouse’s social area would not compete with the parish hall, as it is intended solely to provide space for refreshments and socialising after matches. 
Cllr SJ noted that, as the parish council owns the bowling club and clubhouse, it might be prudent to consider using some of the ring-fenced funds to help improve the facilities. He suggested that the council should await confirmation of what external funding the club is able to secure before making any decision.

Ward Cllr LG noted that funding could potentially be obtained through Spacehive and ward councillor grants. CC confirmed that she had already shared information about these funding opportunities with the parish hall committee.

A resident raised concerns regarding overnight parking on the parish field, noting that a vehicle had been parked there for four or five consecutive nights. It was felt that this could set a precedent and encourage regular overnight parking, particularly as the current signage only states “You park at your own risk,” which might inadvertently invite rather than deter parking. Cllr DW suggested that installing a “No Overnight Parking” sign could help address the issue. However, as the parish field is managed by the Parish Hall CIO, responsibility for this would rest with them. Cllr DW agreed to raise the matter with the Parish Hall Committee.

Resident Mr Bill Anderson raised concerns that fallen leaves along the High Street were still causing issues, as they had not yet been fully cleared. CC confirmed that CW&C had attended once to remove the leaves and had advised that the area would be included in the regular maintenance schedule, although no date for the next visit had been provided.
Mr Anderson also reported that the speed sign on the A559 remained out of order. CC advised that the issue had been reported to Highways but that no update had yet been received. She confirmed that she would follow this up.

Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 01/09/25 were agreed, approved and signed. 

Actions from last meeting:
	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Add all cllrs to pc email
	CC
	Cllr SJ still having issues

	2
	Change all regular bank account payments to Lloyds bank
	CC
	Cllr JC still having trouble gaining access. Now that CC & Cllr DW have access she will attempt to setup a regular payment

	3
	Send complaint to planning regarding November 2024 planning applications for Box Hedge Hall & the gateway from Crownest Lane
	CC
	√ See agenda item 3h for further details

	4
	Investigate issues with Box Hedge Hall & planning
	LG
	√ See agenda item 3h for further details

	5
	Report broken B&W Sign near Cock O’Budworth
	DW
	√ Fixed

	6
	Contact Cheshire East regarding Westage Lane
	CC
	√ Resident confirmed potholes had been filled

	7
	Investigate interactive speed sign on A559
	CC
	√ See above

	8
	Respond to Mr Anderson regarding 6 & 7 above
	CC
	√ 

	9
	Send email to Primary School regarding location of tree 255
	CC
	√ 

	10
	Inform the pubs landlord that he can use ‘no parking’ cones on the parking spaces alongside the upper pumphouse
	SC
	√

	11
	Draft letter regarding issues with planning/enforcement for all pc’s to sign
	LG
	√ No response as yet

	12
	Put question regarding actions needed to stop flouting of planning laws/get enforcement to be more effective to Full Council
	LG
	√ No response as yet

	13
	Sort out Insurance
	CC
	√

	14
	Get a price for a replacement defib unit
	SC
	Carry forward as Cllr SJ not present

	15
	Email LG & Highways re state of High Street resurfacing
	CC
	√ Highways stated that there was no issue. LG will make contact

	16
	Obtain date of last electrical survey of the parish hall
	DW
	√ 




	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Cllr TH – wanted to report that he had seen an issue with the roof at the Upper Pump House. Cllr DW confirmed that a delivery truck had knocked the guttering and that it had been added as an agenda item. Please see agenda item 9.
Cllr KW – wanted to know whether details of the Northwich Community Hub could be added to The Budworth Bulletin. CC confirmed that details had already been added to the website. Cllr KW to send details to Cllr SJ who will ask Anna to add to the next bulletin.

	






KW
SJ

	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
Cllr LG – 
· The full Marbury update has been emailed. CC has confirmed that it has been circulated and uploaded to the website.
· A petition regarding the condition of Northwich High Street was presented to full council and has now been referred to the scrutiny committee.
· Cllr LG has submitted a motion requesting an assessment of fire risks associated with electric vehicles in council-owned car parks, including a request for a full review of all such sites.
· A new charge has been introduced for the installation of Christmas lights. This year, councils will be charged £500 to erect lights. From next year, the charges will be:
· £500 for up to 21 lights
· £1,000 for 21–40 lights
· £1,500 for 41 or more lights
Cllr LG has asked CW&C how many applications have been made, as she is concerned that many councils may no longer proceed with their Christmas light displays due to these costs.
· The first meeting of the Devolution Board took place on Friday, 31 October 2025. The Board currently comprises only Labour councillors, with the exception of one independent member. Cllr LG has expressed concern that this lack of cross-party representation could limit debate and scrutiny. The Board will meet monthly, and the meetings are open to the public.
· Due to financial constraints, the car parks at Marbury Park and Anderton Boat Lift will no longer be locked overnight. There are concerns that this could lead to antisocial or inappropriate use.
· Following PC’s complaints about the state of the repairs on High Street Highways have been contacted and a site visit to review the repairs has been arranged.
	

	3
	Progress Reports
a) 50 Church Street
CC has checked the application and confirmed that it was approved on 9 October 2025 (the pc has not yet been formally notified). She noted that several amendments were made to the original application, most notably the alteration of the gable extension to a dormer window, and the specification that the conservatory and outbuilding framing will now be constructed fully in oak. The pc’s concerns have been addressed in the decision notice.
b) Flooding at Little Dene
No further update. Cllr LG asked whether the landowner had done as he promised. Cllr KW stated that she did not think so. Cllr LG to chase
c) Filming Database
No further update.
d) Nest Pension
After considerable effort, the pension details have now been provided, and Nest has issued its final response to the official complaint, attributing all issues to incorrect form completion. CC stated that she is not satisfied with this outcome and, with councillors’ agreement, wishes to submit a response. All members were in agreement. CC also noted that, as the Parish Council has only one employee earning less than £520 per month, a pension scheme is not required, and she will look into closing the account.
e) Banking
Cllr JC is still having issues with gaining internet banking. Cllr DW now setup. Only 2 signatories/authority needed for transactions so CC will test out a payment authorisation.
f) Email
Cllr SJ still having issues with receiving all of his email accounts into one place. Once resolved all communication will be moved onto pc email addresses
g) Gully Mapping
Cllr DW still to do one road in the village. Once this has been done CC will update CW&C
h) Box Hedge Hall
CC stated that a resident concerned about all of the developments at Box Hedge Hall had obtained a Freedom of Information Request where it was asked:
· how many fulltime planning officers are there?
· how many parttime planning officers?
· how many work from home?
· how many fulltime enforcements officers?
· how many parttime enforcements officers?
· how many work from home?
     CW&C response was as follows:
· how many fulltime planning officers are there 11
· how many parttime planning officers 3
· how many work from home 14
· how many fulltime enforcement officers 3
· how many parttime enforcement officers 4
· how many work from home 7
CC had emailed Planning querying why the pc had not been informed of the planning applications for the large garage and leisure suite, and why these had been approved under permitted development rights. CW&C responded that pcs are not required to be notified of Lawful Development Certificate (LDC) applications. However, they did not address why such substantial developments qualified as permitted development, when much smaller residential extensions often require full planning permission.
All councillors expressed their frustration at the lack of support from the planning department and the apparent ineffectiveness of enforcement procedures.
Cllr TH asked at what point CW&C would acknowledge that their enforcement team has been ineffective.
Ward Cllr LG reported that she had requested figures on retrospective planning applications, but CW&C stated that such data is not recorded. She continues to press for a face-to-face meeting with the Head of Planning to discuss the ongoing issues pcs are experiencing with both planning and enforcement.
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	4
	Finance
a) Quarterly Spend against Budget – figures to end of September were presented, all spending within budget
b) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 30/9/25 were checked and signed off by TH (current, balance £15565.71) & KW (95 day, balance £20853.41)
c) Budget Planning – a budget for the financial year 2026-2027 was presented with precept increase of 10% applied as per discussions in 2024/2025 planning. The only other change is an increase in the grant application for the Bulletin from £400 to £500 (all were in agreement to cover). A final draft budget will be presented at the January 2026 meeting for final agreement and signoff
d) Ringfenced Monies Statement – inline with audit requests CC presented a statement for signing stating the ringfencing of remaining monies from the filming of ‘war of the worlds’ for future community projects. Cllrs’ DW & JC signed
e) Budworth Bulletin Grant Application – grant for £500 considered and approved, cheque 0020 signed
f) Payments/Receipts up to 03/11/25:

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/10/25 
Chq - for period 01/09/25-30/09/25
	0015
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Salary – 03/11/25 
Chq - for period 01/10/25-31/10/25
	0016
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Reimbursements
	0017
	
	72.29

	SLCC
	Branch Conference
	0013
	
	35.00

	Zurich Insurance
	Buildings Insurance
	0014
	
	1082.43

	HMRC
	DD 23/10/25– Employers NI
	
	
	37.34

	CW&C
	Water Testing
	0018
	
	130.01

	Anna Lees
	Budworth Bulletin
	0020
	
	500.00

	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	
	2793.07



	Current Account Opening Balance
1/09/25
	In
	Out
	Current Account Closing Balance 03/11/25

	16683.14
	
	2793.07
	13890.07

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	 

















	5
	Correspondance
	1
	Planning Application
	25/03074/FUL
	Stubbs Cottage 13 High Street Great Budworth Northwich CW9 6HF
	Replacement windows and installation of garden shed to rear garden.
	No comments

	2
	Email(s) from residents/planning
	Box Hedge Hall
	
	
	See agenda item 3h

	3
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Heath Lane
	03/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	4
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Belmont Road
	03/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	5
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Lane
	07/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	6
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Belmont Road
	07/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	7
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Cock Lane
	07/10/25 & 08/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	8
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Warrington Road
	09/10/25 – work then cancelled
	Clerk posted to website

	9
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Heath Lane
	16/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	10
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Warrington Road
	05/01/26
	Clerk posted to website

	11
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Crownest Lane
	30/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	12
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Lane
	30/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	13
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Bentleys Farm Lane, Antrobus
	30/10/25
	Clerk posted to website

	14
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Lane
	06/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	15
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Heath Lane
	05/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	16
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Belmont Road
	05/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	17
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Westage Lane
	05/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	18
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	High Street
	05/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	19
	Email from Highways
	Response to complaint about the state of the repairs to High Street
	
	Clerk forwarded to LG

	20
	Email from Aston by Budworth PC
	Response re resident’s request for pothole repairs to Cheshire East Westage Lane – Temporary Road Closure Notice
	06/09/25 – 08/09/25
	Resident Updated

	21
	Email from resident
	Budworth Lane traffic issues
	
	See agenda item 6

	22
	Letter from Lloyds
	Changes to online banking t&c’s
	
	

	23
	Email from Gallaghers
	Notification of Policy Lapse
	Insurance now with Zurich
	

	24
	Letter from Nest
	Notice of receipt of complaint
	
	

	25
	Letter from Nest
	Confirmation of delegate access
	
	

	26
	Letter from Nest
	Update on complaint
	
	

	27
	Email from P&CC
	Invite to Town & Parish Council meeting 07/10/25
	

	28
	Emil from P&CC
	Town & Parish Council September newsletter
	Clerk posted to website

	29
	Email from Severnside Defibs
	Bleed Control Kits
	
	Add to jan26 agenda

	30
	Email from CW&C
	Town & Parish Council Remembrance Services
	Request for details of any services
	

	31
	Email from CW&C
	Re: report it for High Street leaf clearance
	Scheduled as part of street cleaning programme
	

	32
	Email from Chalc
	AGM & members meeting invite 22/10/25
	

	33
	Email from Chalc
	Devolution for Cheshire & Warrington – next steps
	Clerk posted to website

	34
	Emails from PCSO
	September Report
	
	Clerk posted to website

	35
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	Community Buildings Network & Members Newsletter
	

	36
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Parish Council Forum meeting invite
	
	

	37
	Email from Cheshire East
	Notice of Neighbourhood Plan for Congleton
	

	38
	Email from CW&C
	Lower Pumphouse Water Sampling Results
	Clerk posted to website.
Nitrate levels have again increased and CW&C are asking that the water be treated or closed off. CC will contact contractors to get quotes for water treatment. CW&C will retest in a few weeks

	39
	Email from Chalc
	Online meeting invite for ‘Get Cheshire West Moving’ Connections meeting 17/11/25
	

	40
	Email from Chalc
	Chief Exec’s Bulletin 
	

	41
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	AGM & members meeting invite 06/11/25
	

	
	Email from Northwich Rotary Club
	Notice of Firefest Event 01/11/25
	Clerk posted to website

	42
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Night Noise newsletter
	Clerk posted to website

	43
	Email from CW&C
	Chester City Christmas Concert 02/12/25
	Clerk posted to website

	44
	Email from nhs
	Notice of new Community Hub in Northwich
	Clerk posted to website

	45
	Email from Chalc
	CW&C Annual Budget Consultation
	Clerk posted to website & completed on behalf of PC

	46
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury Ward September/October Update
	Clerk posted to website

	47
	Email from Grappenhall & Thelwall PC
	Neighbourhood Plan pre-submission Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	48
	Email from CW&C
	Lower Pump House water re-test 13/10/25
	Clerk posted to website & in contact with CW&C to discuss

	49
	Email from Parish Hall CIO
	PAT Testing Certificate
	




	6
	Speeding/Traffic issues on Budworth Lane
A resident raised concerns about speeding on Budworth Lane following a recent road traffic accident and several near misses over the years. Councillors shared these concerns but felt that options for addressing the issue were limited. While acknowledging that the crossroads is a challenging junction, it was noted that many incidents appear to result from driver error, and there is little the Parish Council can do directly to reduce speeding.
The possibility of introducing a one-way system was mentioned again; however, this was set aside due to the lack of public support when previously considered. Cllr DW suggested that cutting back vegetation might improve visibility and that installing a crossroads warning sign further up the hill could help alert drivers to the junction.
CC was asked to contact the resident to advise that concerns regarding speeding should be raised directly with CW&C, and to request that a crossroads warning sign be installed.

	














CC

	7
	Website Domain Name
Following a recent SLCC Branch meeting, CC reported that parish councils are being encouraged to adopt .gov.uk domain names for both their websites and email addresses, particularly in light of expected changes to audit requirements under the AGAR.
Councillors noted that the existing .com address is well recognised and has been in use for many years. They agreed that, even if the council transitions to a .gov.uk address, it would be important to retain the domain name greatbudworth.com.
CC confirmed that the .com domain could be retained with a redirect to the new .gov.uk website. While this would involve some additional cost, she did not consider it to be prohibitive. She also suggested adding a visitor counter to the website to track usage.
It was agreed that CC would contact the website developer, Nick Barron Morgan, to obtain cost estimates for adding a visitor counter and for migrating the website to a .gov.uk domain.
	














CC

	8
	Great Budworth Heritage Society
Mr. Rod Bowman, representing the Heritage Society, informed the council that the trustees are considering dissolving the charity due to a lack of support. He advised that any remaining funds, estimated at approximately £1,500, would be offered to the Parish Council on the condition that they are ring-fenced for the maintenance of the village’s ‘hard’ assets.
Councillors expressed disappointment that there was insufficient support to sustain the Society but confirmed that any transferred funds would be ring-fenced—along with the ‘War of the Worlds’ money—and used solely for appropriate village projects.
	

	9
	Upper Pump House
At the end of September, a large delivery lorry struck the edge of the Upper Pump House, dislodging and cracking the guttering. A resident is currently investigating whether the damaged sections can be welded and repaired. There appears to be no damage to any other part of the building. If the guttering cannot be repaired, a replacement cost will be obtained, and the delivery company will be contacted regarding liability.
	

	10
	Any Other Business
Cllr SJ stated that the Telephone Box Library was looking tired and in need of a refurb. Cllr DW will ask a local painter whether it is something he could do.
	

DW




Confirmed date of next meeting, 05/01/2026

Meeting closed at 21:02

[bookmark: _Hlk6233496]Abbreviations: pc (parish council), cllr (councillor), cllrs (councillors), cllrs’ (councillors’), cllr’s (councillor’s), CW&C (Cheshire West and Chester), GBPC (Great Budworth Parish Council), NALC (National Association of Local Councils), chalc (Cheshire Association of Local Councils)
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