DIARY DATES FOR SEPTEMBER

Details of Church services and events are on page 19

Monday 1st, 7.00pm. Parish Council meeting. All welcome.

Tuesday 2nd, 1.00pm. Parish Church, funeral of Malcolm Byram.
Wednesday 3rd, 7.30pm. Parish Hall, WI meeting.

Saturday 6th, Tennis court and Bowling Club. Doubles tournament, followed
by lunch.

Sunday 7th. Arley Cricket Ground. GBCC v Tattenhall CC

Tuesday 9th, TBA. WI Ramblers walk.

Tuesday 9th, 7.30pm. Parish Hall, Garden Club meeting.

Saturday 13th, 2.00—5.00pm. Parish Church, Heritage Afternoon.
Sunday 14th. Garden Club trip to Gresgarth Hall.

Sunday 21st, 10.30am. Harvest Thanksgiving Service.

Thursday 25th, 12.30pm. Ego Green Dragon, Lymm. Ladies’ lunch.

For advéf‘tis_i ngand éa?’toﬁa/’du@fieé, p/eése contact Ahné '
Lee on 07584 252 825 or at annalee 1@bti nternet. com -

Bobby

Tel: 07970 840797
www.budcare.co.uk

info@budcare.co.uk
BOOK ONLINE OR CALL

BUDDYCARE

DBS checked / First Aid Qualified / Fully Insured
Discretion and Confidentiality Assured

Pet sitting in your home (including horses)
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COFFEE MORNING

Friday 26th Sep’cember
10.00am—12.00 noon

We hope to see you in
The Parish Hall
Cake, coffee/tea and good company.

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT



Relief for Tinnitus Sufferers

I innitus, a continuous ringing in the head, is

often related to the normal hearing loss |
mpact Check
experienced as people reach older age and typically [FSSH Thermay
lose some hearing ability in the higher frequencies. Hearing
Bob Redfern, a retired industrialist and academic Turn It Off - Now!

researcher who lives on Budworth Heath, has Pitch Matching
designed, coded and published a tinnitus manage- BGEEMERSERS
ment App called ‘My Practical Tinnitus’ that is free BREFIHES

on the Apple App Store. This free App is recom- Research
mended on www.tinnitusapps.com and is used in
over 40 countries. Tinnitus is a worldwide issue.
This graphic (right) shows the adjustable features of the app.
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Ladies’ lunch in September

2=

: The September Ladies' lunch will
ke take place at the Ego Green Dragon,
3 Lymm, on Thursday 25th September
% at the usual time of 12.30pm. If
you'd like to join us, just call me on
01606 891908 to let me know.

Hazel Forwood

Dog Walking

If you are located in
or around the Great
Budworth area and
are looking for a local
caring dog walker we
are available for daily
walks and pet sitting.
Call, text or email:

Emma: 07704 074 979
emmaj1978@yahoo.co.uk

NJ Garden Maintenance
Neil Jones, local gardener with an
established Great Budworth and

surrounding area clientele, now avail-
able for all types of garden work, from
regular grass cutting to hedge mainte-
nance and one-off garden tidy ups.
Licensed to remove all your garden
waste.
Friendly and reliable service, now
taking bookings for this season.
Large or small, give us a call.

01606 350793 or 07977 105380

ST. MARY AND ALL SAINTS

Services in September
Wednesday 3  10.30am Holy Communion Common Worship followed by

coffee
Thursday 4" 7.00pm Celtic Evening Prayer
Friday 5™ 1.00pm Wedding
Sunday 7" 8.00am Holy Communion BCP

10.30am All Age Worship
Wednesday 10™ 10.30am Craft & Natter in the Old School

Thursday 11" 1.30pm Play and Praise in church

Friday 12" 1.30pm Wedding

Saturday 13" 2.00pm — 5.00pm Heritage Afternoon in church
Sunday 14™ 10.30am Matins BCP

6.30pm Holy Communion Common Worship
Sunday 21% 8.00am Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Service
6.30pm Evening Prayer BCP Arley Chapel
Wednesday 24™ 10.30am Craft & Natter in the Old School
Thursday 25" 1.30pm Play and Praise in church

Sunday 28" 10.30am Parish Communion Common Worship
2.30pm Forest Church Great Budworth —meet in church

= %\ 'J%’ a’(.”;w
Sunday 21" September - 10.30am

Please join us for our Harvest Thanksgiving Service.

% S

We are a rural parish, and we give thanks for
the gathering in of

all the different crops grown in our parish and for the hard
= work of all our farmers and growers. a
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Ship Shape Guy!

;ormer Great Budworth resident, Guy
Potter, who now lives in The Willows care
home in Mobberley, was recently honoured by
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) for
his years of dedicated service to the charity.

You could be forgiven for thinking that Guy’s
support of the charity is based on a career in the I N

Royal Navy or its Merchant counterpart. In fact,
his support came after seeing the organisation in action. Guy, now 91, was a keen
sailor and it was during a yacht race in the Irish Sea, when a fellow competitor fell
overboard, that he saw the local RNLI spring into action and rescue the sailor.

So impressed was he with the service and dedication of the RNLI crew that day, that
Guy contacted the charity's head office when he returned home to ask how he could
help. As a result, Guy joined the RNLI Northwich branch, which focuses on fundraising,
ultimately becoming its chairman. After retiring from that role in 2011, Guy was ap-
pointed the branch's president, a position he still holds.

Last month, the current branch chairman Graham Humphries and RNLI senior commu-
nity manager Sophie Wood (pictured here with Guy) attended The Willows Care Home
to present him with a Certificate of Appreciation for his years of dedicated ser-

vice. Well done — and sincere thanks to you, Guy!

i (LSRR

Rural Wildings, we create spaces that are beautiful,
practical and feel like you.

Bate Heath Rose Nurseries
Aston-by-Budworth

Whether it's a quick update, a full redesign or getting Tel: 01565 733286

your holiday let ready for guests we can help to bring
yourideas tolife. Superb range of roses always available.

Getintouch fora free consultation to talk about your Wide range of rhododendrons, azaleas,
space. conifers, acers, clematis and many more
www.urawidings.com shrubs and climbing plants of exceptional
quality and at realistic prices.

We had a delightful evening in Nid Peters’

garden in July, when Barbara Hughes, Wales’
Lady Farmer of the Year (pictured), kept us all very
amused with her life story. This was followed by

strawberries and cream served by the A team.
INSPIRING WOMEN Y

The following week was the amazing Flower Festival in
Church. Thank you to the florists (Christine West, Lesley Anderson, Pauline Tours, Val
Chesworth - and me!!) for the magnificent dis-
play depicting our hymn, ‘Jerusalem’.

In August we played mini golf at the Hartford
Driving range, during which we tackled the
Alice in Wonderland course. The winner was
Christine Wyllie, with a score of 53. We rested
in the clubhouse with drinks and nibbles, which
were well received. It was a lovely evening,
warm and still.

September is upon us and we are back in the
Parish Hall for our meetings. The date of our
next meeting is Wednesday 3" September in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm, when the
speaker will be Miss Pitchy Patchy. She comes from Newcastle-under-Lyme and
specialises in vintage knitted garments that were fashion items in their time - with
many making a comeback. Knitting is good therapy: it keeps the fingers supple - and
sometimes produces a useful result. My theory is that love goes into every stitch,
making it a treasured gift, even if it’s not quite what you would have chosen!

Guests and visitors are most welcome, £5 entrance and a warm welcome.

BOOK CLUB

WI Book Club members continue to enjoy Isabel Allende’s novel, ‘A Long Petal of the

’

Sea’.

RAMBLERS

The Ramblers’ next walk will take place on Tuesday 9th September. The destination
will be announced at the September meeting, on Wednesday 3rd September.

June Wilkinson 891534




GARDEN CLUB

We have had heatwaves and very little rain, making it a difficult time for
gardeners and farmers, though great for holidaymakers.

On Tuesday g July Club members celebrated the 25" anniversary of the Club’s
founding. The committee did all the organising, securing the services of a bril-
liant caterer and Peter and | (pictured,

right) were guests of honour, in our capac-
ity as founding Chair and Treasurer. It was
such a great evening, with speeches
(including one given by Henri Giller, pic- Ly
tured below) and music provided by mem- [~

ber Victor Wood. | was given an album of !&
photographs \

and a crystal

rose bowl. Every member received a Silver Anniver-
sary Rose for their garden. Members were in awe of
W \ARA Yall the committee had done, and | must take this op-
portunity to thank them all for a perfect conclusion

. ¢ tothe 25 years that Peter and | have given our time
(1and energy to the club.

This was followed a week later by the Church Flower
Festival, when Jane Ford took charge of the work for
the Club, along with other committee members and

weekend.

Julie Treharne, pictured, the next Chair of the Club,
organised trips to the new venue for the RHS flower
show at Wentworth Woodhouse, and one to the
Southport Flower Show. She is also organising a trip
on Sunday 14th September by coach to Gresgarth
Hall, which is owned by Arabella Lennox Boyd and is
nationally recognised. The trip also includes a visit to
a Japanese Garden in Lancashire. This will be the last
trip of the year and we guarantee a good day. On this
occasion you can bring non-member friends. Please
contact Julie on 07792 10849 for details. These trips
(Cont’d on next page)

(Cont’d from previous page)

The next fixture was an away game at Kingsley cricket club on 10th August. GBCC deliv-
ered an outstanding first innings performance, with each of the top five batsmen mak-
ing double figures, including an undefeated 50 by stand-in captain Mark Hankey. The
team posted a total of 225 in the allotted 35 overs. Wickets were shared by our bow-
lers in restricting Kingsley to 110.

The MOM award went to captain Hankey and the champagne moment was for Rohan
Gadepalli’s brilliant catch to dismiss the final Kingsley batsman and win the game.

Lymm’s resurgence continued in the third game of the season, this time away at Lymm.
Struggling to only 103 in their 20 overs, Budworth were blown away by the home
side’s batting and the game was lost within 13 overs. Lymm take the 2025 series 2-1!
Forthcoming:

31st August Tattenhall CC  away

7th September Rupert Foster XI home

To be confirmed Peter McAndrew Trophy  home

Simon Batey

Sophie Wilkinson held a book sale at the Ice Cream
@ © Farm in August—it ran alongside the Sunflower Maze.
&/ ¢ Many thanks to all those who supplied and to those
/ ’,& who bought the books! The event raised a grand total
! f;/ /@ of £200. All monies are going to the Brain Tumour
[ = Charity, Team Robster—a worthy cause that supports
A]—l: brain tumour research. Well done, Sophie!

Susan Howarth

" &CO.solicitorst

: - o
Accreditations

¢ Northwich-based, award-winning solicitors, est. over 25 years
e Chambers & Partners & Legal 500 recommended
e 4.8%/5* from 450+ online reviews
e Legal Services: Family Law, Child Care, Residential Property, Wills, LPAs,
Probate, Care of the Elderly
41, Chesterway, Northwich, CW9 5JE T: 01606 48777

Get social with us here: f X in [~ ]

www.susanhowarthsolicitors.co.uk




GREAT BUDWORTH CRICKET CLUB

Iwrite to report mixed fortunes lately. In
the match against Manchester Racquets,
Budworth raced to 184 with significant contri- §
butions from Pete Taylor, Mark and Matthew
Hankey, Darren Curryer and Andrew Peters.

In reply Racquets could muster only 91, with TomaL 94
the wickets shared amongst our bowlers. e o)

A change of fortune followed against the re-
surgent Ash Tree, with Budworth reaching
173 for 2 in their 35 overs, and despite Rick
Ford’s MOM performance of 6 wickets, the visitors knocked off the runs in only 24
overs.

Great Budworth Criéket Club’s hbme ground

In the match against Barnton on 2nd July, strong hitting from the Barnton batters post-
ed 154, which proved too many for the home side, who were adrift by 18 runs at the
close. Andrew Philips received the MOM award for contributions with both bat and
ball.

Budworth moved on to the second match of the series against their regular oppo from
Lymm. Despite Luke Wright’s cavalier 24 runs off 10 balls, at the death Budworth’s
total of 126 was well under par. With an opening blast from its overseas player
(retiring on 26 in the 3rd over - again!) Lymm’s victory was achieved in only 16 overs.

On 20th July we played Lord Ashbrook XI, with the visitors batting first. At the break
Lord Ashbrook’s XI had posted 205 runs in their allotted 35 overs. The home batsmen
struggled against some tight bowling and stuttered their way to 97 for 5 before a spell
of thunder and lightning caused a delay in play. Despite a willingness to continue the
game (particularly by the Ashbrook XI) a final downpour put paid to any hope of fur-
ther play. A moral victory to the visitors maybe, but the history books will show a
drawn game.

In the second game of the summer against Reynolds CC at Ashley, the home side
batted first and were restricted in particular by Chai Gadepalli who, in a devastating
spell, returned figures of 4 wickets for 3 runs! Their total of 86 was easily reached,
particularly after undefeated 25s from both of the Budworth openers, Steve Hankey
and Paul Lancaster.

(Cont’d on next page)

Yoar local /ﬁ/}(tw

The Budworth Bulletin is

S)/HChI’OPI’jn{ supplied by SynchroPrint Ltd.
Phone: 01606 42808

Synchronising the design, proof and print process.
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(Cont’d from previous page)

are much enjoyed by those who participate in them and | must congratulate
and thank Julie for all her work in making them such a success.

The autumn programme begins on Tuesday 9th September, when we have the
well-regarded speaker, Sarah Hopps, who will be talking about Gardens of
Britain and their surprises. We also have our Vegetable and Fruit Show that
same night. Will members please check the Members’ Newsletter for that
evening’s schedule? It promises to be a very interesting and full evening , so
you must be there!

It is so good for me to share this news with you all, and | look forward to a
catch up of summer gardening and activities with my friends.

Jean Davies
0789 993 7683 (mrsjeandavies@gmail.com)

The Friends of Great Budworth Church

Heritage Afternoon

Saturday 13" September
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Talks, organ recital, guided walk around the village,
history display on Great Budworth in the Old School,
with a number of church records,
and trips up the tower from 2.30pm £5 (over 8 yrs).
Refreshments
¢ Sako Yogo‘:’ﬁ\ ,ﬁ’

SMART CARS

Corporate and Airport Specialists

Alan Agnew

01606 44674
07812 199897

smartcars@btconnect.com

We provide a prompt, reliable and
courteous service at all times


mailto:mrsjeandavies@gmail.com

Cheshire Rural Touring Arts Cheshire presents

Victor & Albert

Parish Hall
Thursday, 16th October 7.30pm

Join classically trained, identical twins, Professor Victor and Dr. Albert for an
evening of riotous comedy, interaction, original songs, games, mayhem and a
sprinkling of magic. It's an immense amount of fun from start to finish.

A good old-fashioned, feel-good, two-man variety show brought kicking and
screaming into the 21st century: a two-man music hall, if you will.

“I don’t think I’ve laughed so much in a short space of time—in a long time! They were
absolutely fantastic!” Michaela Wylde, BBC Radio Shropshire

9

» Maggie sflowers ¢
& A full florist service for all

occasions on your cloorstep.
g Fresh flowers a specialitg. {
ome varieties fls,rown on

I, thefarm, cut fresh to order. o
“ﬂ Please ring or email:

A vmaggie@maggieearl.co.uk | ‘
Kate Huet MNIMH K 07970927 161 or ~
Medical Herbalist P

01565777262

By Appointment: 07525 070431 Q%ii 2 AR

6

MALCOLM BYRAM

l tis with great sadness that we pre-

sent this appreciation of Malcolm
Byram (pictured here), who died on

10th August at home, at the age of 91.

Malcolm will be remembered very widely
across Cheshire. Such was his impact on
local government in the county that he
was made an Honorary Alderman of of
Cheshire.

Malcolm was involved in the setting up
of Cheshire West Council in 2003, and
served as a councillor until he was 80

years old. He brought a wide range of

experience and skills to the service of the Council, serving, for example, as the repre-
sentative for Cheshire West on the Executive Committee of Manchester Airport for
many years. Marbury constituents found him a good listener and persistent in trying
to find a solution to the many problems they brought to him.

Malcolm and his wife, Mib, had the honour of representing Cheshire at the Queen's
Garden Party in July 2007.

After retirement Malcolm turned to his love of fly fishing and making intricate flies. He
was also a gifted artist, as is demonstrated not only by his paintings hung at home, but
also by his success in competitions: he was commended by Harold Riley, the Manches-
ter painter. Jazz and classical music were Malcolm's musical favourites for relaxing.

Malcolm grew up in the area and inherited from his father's family the land on which
Marbury Mill and the adjoining house stand. In 1958 he married Mib, who had grown
up in Great Budworth, and together they set about renovating the mill, which was in a
totally derelict state, and it became their home. Eventually it became impractical for
Malcolm and Mib to remain living there, so they moved into the beautiful Georgian
house next door, which they had also renovated. Their son, Marc, now lives in the mill.
There will be a funeral service for Malcolm at Great Budworth Paris Church on the 2nd
September at 1.00 pm. The family will then attend the cremation service and will join
friends in Great Budworth Parish Hall for refreshments afterwards.
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Norman Duncalf

A valued friendship

s inging the words “We plough the fields and scatter...”
at the funeral, brought memories of Norman flooding

back like a tidal wave and | had to write them down.

In 1986 | started work as a barmaid at The George and
Dragon in Great Budworth and worked there for the next 25
years. My friendship with Norman began during the cold,
dark late winters’ evenings when just the two of us were in
the pub. At first, just chatting, then discussing different topics ... looking through my
illustrated book of cat breeds ... gardening, with tips supplied by Norman and used
frequently by me over the years ... a book about the Scottish isles and, in particular, the
isle of Harris, home of Harris Tweed, whose jackets were Norman’s chosen ‘smart
casual’ wear. | cheekily suggested a modelling career and, with a twinkle in his eye, he
said he’d bear it in mind. Over the next 25 years of cold, dark late winter’s nights, the
subject matter was endless. No modelling career for Norman though: his heart and
soul went into working the land, growing the produce that his customers from near
and far enjoyed so much. In recent years, unable to drive because of sight loss, my
visits to the village were few, but when I called | knew that Norman would be Norman:

steady, dependable and always happy to chat.

As an acknowledgement of our friendship, | sent a gift to the charity ‘Cats Protection’
in memory of Norman and the cats he loved and cared for over the years. | hope he

would approve.
Thank you, Norman, for your friendship and the happy memories.

Sue Statham

TENNIS CLUB

W hat a fantastic summer we are having — perfect for tennis! It is great to see
the court being used so much. The summer tournament, The Cussons Shield,
is in the final few weeks of play. We have had two leagues for the mixed doubles
tournament which has been taking place over the summer months.

Our next tournament is on Saturday 6™ September. This is also a doubles tournament,
with partners drawn. We share this day with the Bowling Club Day and lunch will be
served under the gazebos in ‘Courtside Corner’. Everybody is most welcome to join us
for lunch. Why not pop along and meet the members and join in the fun? We will also,
we hope, be joined once again by Great Budworth Ice Cream Farm.

The Bowling and Tennis Club annual dinner is this year on Saturday 4™ October in the
village hall. Everybody is welcome. For more information about tickets please email
joandeakin522 @btinternet.com.

With the amazing weather, play continues on the court with Walking Tennis, social play
and coaching all taking place. If you fancy joining us, contact our membership secre-
tary, Richard Chandler, on 07933087560 to have a chat about membership. The court
is also available to hire for a visitor’s fee, if you have guests or fancy a game. Itisa
fantastic village facility and one which is there to be appreciated by all.

Joany Deakin

The village’s customary annual display of window boxes, hanging
baskets and tubs has been especially brilliant this year and has been
much commented on by both residents and visitors. Well done to all

those responsible for this fine display! (But wouldn’t it be nice if people
dug up the weeds in the roadside outside their homes and avoided
sweeping leaves off their driveways onto the roads
and into the gutters ... )
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HOSEPIPE BAN |

CLEANING

Do you need a cleaner?

I am an experienced domestic
cleaner and have a few hours
available each week.
Contact me on
07725 406598
or via email on:
annacleaningservice1@

“l want you to water my garden, but outlook.com
make it look like an accident.”



mailto:joandeakin522@btinternet.com

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 7th JULY—SUMMARY
Public Forum
Resident Bob Wilkinson requested:
e Funding (£60) for a replacement post to the parish ‘\
field gate — approved.
e Repairs to The Stocks — formal quote to be obtained;
heritage funds may be used.

/’ Parish

Previous Minutes & Actions
Council News

e Minutes from 12/05/25 approved.

e Most actions completed, including pothole reports, streetlight repair, and
progressing The Avenue works.

Some ongoing issues: leaf clearing on High Street and bank payment transfers.

Key Updates & Discussions
1. Parish & Ward Reports: No reports.

Project Updates:

e Lower Pump House Roof: Still pending; Resident Mr. Anderson to seek
quotation.

e 50 Church Street Planning: Conservation Team raised heritage concerns,
suggesting material and scale changes.

e Little Dene Flooding: Positive discussions with CW&C; awaiting land
owner action.

e Streetlight: Fixed.

e Pension Access: Ongoing difficulties with NEST system.

e Banking: Lloyds account set up; authorisation now granted.

e Emails: Agreed to move all councillors to official parish emails for
security and compliance.

Finance
Balances (as of 04/06/25):
e Current: £19,370.09
e 95-Day Access: £20,622
e Reserve: £0 (balance moved to current account)
Income/Expenses (up to 06/07/25):
e Income: £2,488.05 (incl. VAT reclaim).
e Expenditure: £1,260.44 (salaries, reimbursements, memberships).

Correspondence Highlights

e Multiple planning notices and updates.
(Cont’d on next page)
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dcegnegs from the Flower

Festival

Sheldons...delivering fresh
local milk & produce to your
&= door since 1965.

Call us on 01565 634509

or visit T
sheldonsonline.co.uk %=
ST
A

(Cont’d from previous page)

e Highways works notifications.

e Water quality results for Lower Pump House.

Consultation invitations (Local Plan, Housing Allocation, Climate Projects).
Other Key Items

o Civility & Respect Pledge: Contested. Two Councillors opposed on the

grounds of cost and relevance. ClIr Culver supported, with revisions, and will
redraft for next meeting.

e Pizza Van Request: Rejected due to possible impact on local pub and
unclear community need.

e Gully Maintenance: ClIrs assigned to monitor gullies on their streets; Clerk
to coordinate updates with CW&C.

e The Avenue: Overgrowth and a hazardous hole reported. Clir Wilkinson to
obtain quotation and fill hole.

e Parking Complaints: No PC authority on public highway parking.

e Other Business:

e Clir Wilkinson to set up PC display at Church Flower Festival to promote
council activities and recruitment.

The next meeting will take place on Monday 1st September at 7.00pm in the
Parish Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Foot Tonic by Annabel

07770 230 606
Mobile foot care practitioner
*Nail cutting & file
*Removal of painful corns
*Reducing of thickened nails
*Callus removal
*Dry, cracked heels
*Toenail fungus
***Fully insured, DBS
checked***
Annabel.bailey@hotmail.co.uk
Treatment prices start from £40
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Big Boys’ Trafalgar Night
Saturday, 18th October
6.30pm for a 7pm sit down

Join us for a shipshape evening of food, drink
and entertainment. Bar cash or card payments
accepted.

Three-course dinner, welcome drink and
entertainment. All for only £25 per person
For tickets contact:

Dave Hiett 07905 112420

John Tours 07770 578318

Rich Elias 07988 123635

[More details to follow in October’s Bulletin]




THE GREAT GREAT BUDWORTH
FLOWER FESTIVAL

The entire community was thrilled by July’s Flower
Festival’s success, but none more so than its
architect, Maggie Earl, pictured right. She is a modest
woman, so getting her to talk about her role in this
wonderful event was no easy matter, but she was
keen to share both her delight in how successful the
festival was and her praise for all those in the
community who made it so. But where did the idea
come from?

She says it came to her during a Sunday morning ser- e g
vice: it was prompted by the fact that, although the Church Restoration Fund is rela-
tively well-funded, its funds are ringfenced for the sole purpose of maintaining the
fabric of the Church: they are not to be spent on its day-to-day running. In common
with most other churches in this country its congregation is small and the Church

: therefore relies on a small number of people

| to pay for its running.

| So Maggie got to wondering how best to in-
crease those funds. “All fundraising is carried
' out via social events,” reasoned Maggie. “This
‘ is a wonderful church,” she thought. “How do
we bring different groups together to raise
unds?” She then held a brainstorming session

iblside Maggie’swer barh with herself in the peace and comfort of her

flower barn - something she says she often
used to do during her career in nursing (from which, by the way, she finally retired only
a couple of years ago). She concluded that the answer was to organise a flower festival
which could be held in the church itself, consisting of individual floral arrangements
designed and created by community groups. Maggie reasoned that if one or two peo-
ple from most social groups in the community got involved, then they would surely
have friends and relatives from a wider sphere who would also come. In the event,
that strategy proved the key to the festival’s outstanding success.

(Cont’d on next page)
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(Cont’d from previous page)

Maggie then sought support from the Church: an informal committee was formed from
its members and a list of village groups, clubs and societies was drawn up.

By now it was June 2024 and Maggie began thinking of sources of flowers and foliage —
the building blocks of a flower festival. One early and important decision was not to
involve the National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies (NAFAS) because
Maggie was keen to ensure that the event was ‘owned’ by the community — and also
to avoid the costs that the involvement of NAFAS would inevitably entail.

So far so good, but where were the funds to come from to pay for all the flowers and
foliage that would form the individual exhibits? Some preparatory fundraising was
necessary and this was achieved through a series of events: a wreathmaking workshop
held in December 2024 (the raw materials for which were paid for by Maggie herself, it
should be added); Maggie organised a few dinner parties inviting people willing to pay;
chorister Sue Ollier organised a fundraising lunch; and a number of people made gen-
erous donations. In total these efforts raised around £2,000 for flowers. Maggie then
sought donations of foliage from local residents (resulting in many offers): she is espe-
cially grateful to both Lord Ashbrook and Hazel Evans of Curbishley’s Roses for their
generous donations of flowers and foliage.

One can only imagine how Maggie
must have felt on Thursday 10th July i
as the Church hummed to the sound 7‘
and bustle of people from clubs and
groups busying themselves creating
their floral displays. And, as we now °
know, over the next few days the
event proved to be an enormous
success, with some people visiting
more than once: it raised around
£6,500 towards the day-to-day run-
ning of the church.

Roger), for the Festival

Enormous thanks go to Maggie: our admiration for her ingenuity, planning and dedica-
tion are boundless. The last word should go to her, though. Anticipating my final
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question, she says, “No, | am not doing another

Anna Lee
(See the following pages for pictures from the Flower Festival)
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