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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 1st September 2025

The meeting opened at 19:00

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Justin Culver (JC), Steven Jennings (SJ), Karen Williams (KW), Steve Coppell (SC) & Tyler Hutton (TH)

Ward Cllr: Lynn Gibbon (LG)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from & Ward Cllrs Phil Marshall (PM) & Norman Wright (NW)


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations


Public Forum: 
Four residents where present including Mrs Janet Bennet who wished to raise concerns over the work going on at Box Hedge Hall. 

Mrs Bennet wished to ask how the PC could be kept informed of work going on at Box Hedge Hall as she felt that some of the work was damaging the area especially with regards to how Crownest Lane had been left. She felt that the owner has little regard for the neighbours or the village. Clerk advised that upon checking the most recent planning application (25/01778/LDC) she had discovered that 2 further applications had been put in in November 2024 which the PC were not informed of. One for a 3 car garage and one for a leisure block with swimming pool, both of which have been approved. CC asked Cllr LG how a complaint could be made. Cllr LG to investigate. Cllr JC stated that he is sure that if the PC had been informed about the 2 planning applications the PC would have responded with an objection.
Mrs Bennet also stated that work is going on 7 days a week. CC asked whether she had looked at working conditions attached to the planning applications, which she had not. CC suggested that residents make a complaint about the working hours as most planning applications have working hour conditions attached to them. 
The size of the gateway on Crownest Lane was also raised. It has gone from a standard 5 bar wooden field gate to a solid 8m wide gateway without any planning permission. 
There are also concerns that with these developments and the addition of a road from the gateway on Crownest Lane that further development will be planned. 
CC will contact planning raising all the concerns.

A resident also raised concerns over the black & white sign approaching the Cock O’Budworth as the top has come away. Cllr DW stated that he had reported it last year and that the reply had been that it would be fixed in due course. He will report again.

Resident Mr Bill Anderson (who was absent from the meeting) had sent a request for 3 issues to be looked into. Potholes along Westage Lane within Cheshire East boundary, leaves along High Street & the 40 mph speed sign on the A559. Cllr DW stated that the leaves had been cleared from the pavement running up from the lower pumphouse on Thursday 28/8/25 and that Westage Lane was due to be shut again on 9/9/25. Clerk advised that the work was only likely to be within CW&C boundary and she would contact Cheshire East to chase his online report. Noone was aware of any problem with the sign along the A559, clerk will investigate. Clerk will give update to Mr Anderson.


Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 01/07/25 were agreed, approved and signed. 

Actions from last meeting:

	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Add all cllrs to pc email
	CC
	Email accounts created, Cllr SJ having issues. Once resolved emails will go live

	2
	Revise the Civility & Respect Pledge Motion
	JC
	√ see agenda item 3h

	3
	Inform Pizza van company that permission is not granted for trading
	CC
	√

	4
	Add Gully Mapping details to website
	CC
	√

	5
	Add Whatsapp message about gully mapping
	DW
	Not done as Cllrs decided to do the work themselves

	6
	Return gully mapping info
	ALL
	Ongoing

	7
	Ask Hankey Home & Gardens for a quote for maintenance on The Avenue
	DW
	√ see agenda item 3j

	8
	Locate hole in footpath along The Avenue & fill in
	DW
	√

	9
	Email LG with details of highway cleaning requirements
	CC
	√

	10
	Change all regular bank account payments to Lloyds bank
	CC
	Ongoing see agenda item 3f

	11
	Investigate Tree 255 as per email from the primary school
	DW
	√ tree on boundary with the late Cllr Chris Wise’s property

	12
	Email Primary school re Trees
	CC
	√ clerk emailed after last meeting. Send further email regarding tree



	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Cllr TH – has concerns over the planning application for new windows and doors at the Primary School (25/01824/FUL). As they are applying to replace with PVC/Aluminium units he is concerned that it will set a precedent for the rest of the village who currently have to adhere to conservation standards and only replace like for like (i.e. no double glazing PVC). Cllr JC stated that non residential buildings do not have to conform so stringently to LBC rules. 
CC advised that whilst no other cllr has expressed a wish to make comment against the application if there was a consensus to mark Cllr TH concerns officially, a comment could be sent. All were in agreement. CC to send comments to planning. Cllr LG will also look into.
Cllr SC – the landlord of the pub has spoken to him regarding issues over the parking spaces alongside the upper pumphouse which are owned by the PC. When the outer most space is used the delivery vans cannot get access to the side/back of the pub. Reducing the number of spaces to 2 was discussed but it was felt that this could affect the perceived ownership of the piece of land. Redrawing 2 larger spaces was also discussed but this would be at a cost to the PC. It was decided that permission would be given to the landlord to place out ‘no parking’ cones when needed. Cllr SC to inform the landlord.
Cllr KW – the PC had received an invite from Great Budworth Sailing Club to attend their open day on 25/08/25. Cllr KW attended and met with Russel Page. The invite had come about after complaints from some residents that trees were being felled around the mere. Mr Page explained why work was being done (removing dead trees on water’s edge) and what plans they had for the future. Mr Page will keep the PC updated in the future so that residents are made aware of what is going on and why.
Cllr KW also wished to express her frustration and disappointment over the lack of support from CW&C regarding planning and enforcement especially in view of issues over Box Hedge Hall/Crownest Lane and 50 Church Street. She feels that as more and more residents do work without the required planning permission and with seemingly no enforcement a precedent is being set that anyone can flout planning laws and regulations and that our community may not feel that we are doing all we can to stop it happening. 
Cllr LG stated that she too feels frustrated at the lack of intervention and inconsistences by planning and enforcement and the time that it takes to even get them involved. She will put a question at the next full council meeting that action needs to be taken and will draft a template letter for all local pc’s to sign as they are all experiencing the same issues.
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	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
Cllr LG – 
Consultation on the Local Plan has now ended and she and Cllr PM submitted on behalf of the Marbury Ward. CC confirmed that she had completed on behalf of the PC. Once the results have been analysed a 2nd draft will be produced.
Next week there is a special council meeting to take a decision on Devolution. There needs to be a consensus from all 3 councils (CW&C, Cheshire East & Warrington) before it can go ahead. If it does go ahead there will be an interim council until the 2027 elections.
Highways are compiling the list of village maintenance following from the request in July for all pc’s to send in requirements.
Winnington Solar Farm – the recent appeal to stop the development was lost but local residents have raised funds to employ a solicitor to see if there is a possibility for a judicial review.
Northwich Library- work still ongoing and due to be completed sometime in 2026.
Petition to repair Northwich High Street/Witton Street – pavement very uneven causing trips and problems for wheelchair users. Cllr LG has been trying to get repairs done for 10 years even making a complaint to the chief executive of CW&C but there is no maintenance plan for the area and officers just keep saying it is acceptable. Cllr LG has created a petition (CC posted to website) that she will take to full council to try and get the area levelled.
	

	3
	Progress Reports
a) The Lower Pump House Roof Repair
Work now competed and payment sent 
b) 50 Church Street
The planning application(s) have still not been decided
c) Flooding at Little Dene
No further update. Cllr KW noted that the field is currently growing maize and so once that has been harvested she will wait to see if any of the work promised is completed. Cllr DW also stated that whilst completing some gulley mapping along the A559 he noticed that the grid outside Little Dene is blocked. It will be reported once the whole area has been assessed
d) Filming Database
No further update
e) Nest Pension
A letter from the auditor was sent to Nest to confirm issues and names of current clerk and authorised contact (Chair). Response received from Nest that they are looking into it and will advise
f) Banking
Issues with gaining internet banking so cheques are now being issued for clerk’s salary. Hopefully all will be sorted by next meeting
g) Email
Email accounts now created. Cllr SJ having issues with receiving all of his email accounts into one place. Once resolved all communication will be moved onto pc email addresses
h) Civility & Respect Pledge
Cllr SJ created a new draft Motion (see separate sheet) which simply states: “that the council wishes to express its continuing support for the Civility & Respect Pledge …”. Following on from discussions wherein Cllr JC stated that adopting the pledge as written by NALC  would cause extra work for the clerk and all cllrs and research showed that smaller councils were just stating that they supported it, & Cllr TH stated that he felt it was a waste of time adding 4 lines of text to show our support, it was decided that as the pc already act with civility and respect and adding what effectively was a 4 line affirmation to this was pointless. CC stated that the minutes would show the discussion and support being given and that that was adequate
i) Gully Mapping
Gully mapping has been done for many parts of the village, cllrs are still completing some areas and once all roads have been accessed CC will compile and send to CW&C
j) The Avenue Maintenance
The lower growth affecting the pathway has now been cleared and payment made to Hankey Home and Gardens. Nick Bowman has agreed to do the work needed to remove dead branches sometime in October and will honor his previous quote of £520
	 










































	4
	Finance
a) Insurance Renewal – the insurance is due for renewal on 01/10 and a renewal quote has been received from our current provider. Cost has gone up from £1588 to £1646. CC obtained a quote from Zurich for £1174 or £1082 if taken on a 3 year agreement. A further quote has been requested from Clear Councils Insurance but that has not yet been received. Clerk stated that the 3 year deal from Zurich would be the best option if Clear Council do not come back cheaper. All were in agreement that if a response is not forthcoming from Clear Council CC can go ahead and accept the quote from Zurich
b) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 31/07/25 were checked and signed off by SC (current, balance £18525.66) & JC (95 day, balance £20742.33)
c) Payments/Receipts up to 01/09/25:

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/08/25 
Chq - for period 01/07/25-31/07/25
	0006
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/09/25 
Chq - for period 01/08/25-31/08/25
	0012
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Reimbursements (includes working from home allowance, mileage)
	0011
	
	55.38

	Hankey Home & Gardens
	The Avenue maintenance
	0008
	
	240.00

	Lakeland Commercial Roofing
	Repair to roof of Lower Pumphouse
	0007
	
	200.00

	JDH Business Services
	Letter for Nest
	0009
	
	36.00

	CW&C
	Water Testing
	0010
	
	130.01

	Krystal Hosting
	Domain renewal – debit card
	
	
	84.00

	Krystal Hosting
	Email Hosting – debit card
	
	
	12.00

	HMRC
	Employers NI - DD
	
	
	71.99

	ICO
	Membership Renewal - DD
	
	
	47.00

	Amazon
	Ink Cartridges – debit card
	
	
	82.13

	Totals
	
	
	
	1894.51



	Current Account Opening Balance
13/05/25
	in
	out
	Current Account Closing Balance 01/09/25

	18577.65
	
	1894.51
	16683.14
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	5
	Correspondance
	1
	Planning Application
	25/01824/FUL
	Great Budworth CofE Primary School
	Partial external window & door replacement
	Comment to be sent see item 1 above

	2
	Planning Application
	25/01778/LDC
	Box Hedge Hall, Budworth Lane
	Certificate of lawfulness for private way
	No comments for this appl but see comments from public forum above

	3
	Planning Application
	25/02110/S73
	Great Budworth & District Bowling Club, Smithy Lane
	Single storey extension & access ramp, variation of condition 2 & condition 3 planning application 22/02422/FUL
	No comments

	4
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Information regarding Box Hedge Hall application & residents views
	

	5
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Westage Lane
	28/07/2025
	Clerk posted to website

	6
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Westage Lane
	08/09/2025
	Clerk posted to website

	7
	Email from Jamie Barron (CW&C Highways)
	Confirming receipt of pc request for work within village as per – Community Lead Highways Improvements
	

	8
	HMRC	
	Tax Code change notice
	
	Clerk actioned 08/07/25

	9
	Email from PKF Littlejohn
	Confirmation of receipt of Certificate of Exemption – 2024-2025 AGAR
	

	10
	Email from Hiscox insurance
	Insurance renewal quote
	See agenda item 4a

	11
	Letter from Lloyds
	Moving of Treasurers Account to Community Account
	Revised fee £4.25 per month
	

	12
	Email from Zurich Insurance
	Insurance quote
	See agenda item 4a

	13
	Email from Chalc
	Confirmation of NJC  local government services pay agreement 2025/2026
	Clekr is not requesting an increase

	14
	Email from CW&C
	New Local Transport Plan
	Last chance to have a say
	Clerk posted to website

	15
	Email from Cheshire East
	Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
	Ollerton with Marthall
	

	16
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury Ward Update July/August
	Clerk posted to website

	17
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Summer Community Flyer
	Clerk posted to website

	18
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	First Aid Course – 13/9/25
	
	

	19
	Email from Chalc
	Recycling Matters
	
	

	20
	Email from Arley Hall
	Advance notice of Fireworks championship – 9/8/25
	Clerk posted to website

	21
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Northwich High Street Petition
	
	Clerk posted to website

	22
	Emails (4) from residents
	Closure of Lower Pumphouse
	
	Clerk responded

	23
	Email from Chalc
	Connections online meeting 25/9/25
	Clerk signed up

	24
	Email from Police & Crime Commissioner
	Parish & Town Council Newsletter
	
	

	25
	Email from CW&C
	Connections Locality Meeting 29 October 2025
	Clerk attending

	26
	Email from Cheshire Resilience Forum
	The Community Resilience Maturity Index (CRMI) pilot
	Discussed but as mainly concerned with flooding no real need within the village

	27
	Email from resident
	Request for information regarding pump house supply map and renovation work
	Clerk responded

	28
	Email from defib store
	Notice that battery due to expire on defibrillator
	Pads also need replacing in November, discussions last year to buy replacement unit. Cllr Sc to get a price (£1500 budgetted)

	29
	Email from PCSO
	July/August Marbury Report
	Clerk posted to website




	6
	Any Other Business
CC raised concerns over state of recent resurfacing work to the lower end of High Street. Cllr SC stated that they just went over the potholes without filling them in first which is why it is still uneven. CC will email Cllr LG & Highways.
CC also stated that she needed the date of the last Electrical Survey of the Parish Hall (PAT testing). Cllr DW to speak to Chair of the Parish Hall CIO
.
	



CC

DW




Confirmed date of next meeting, 03/11/2025

Meeting closed at 20:08

[bookmark: _Hlk6233496]Abbreviations: pc (parish council), cllr (councillor), cllrs (councillors), cllrs’ (councillors’), cllr’s (councillor’s), CW&C (Cheshire West and Chester), GBPC (Great Budworth Parish Council), NALC (National Association of Local Councils), chalc (Cheshire Association of Local Councils)
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