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Minutes of Great Budworth Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2025

The meeting opened at 19:01

Present:
Parish Cllrs: Chair Dave Wilkinson (DW), Vice Chair Cllr Justin Culver (JC), Cllr Steven Jennings (SJ), Cllr Karen Williams (KW) & Cllr Steve Coppell (SC)

Clerk: Caroline Constable (CC)

Apologies: 
Apologies received from Cllr Tyler Hutton (TH) & Ward Cllr Phil Marshall (PM)


Declarations of interest: 
No declarations of interest

Dispensations: 	
There were no dispensations

Before proceeding, Chair Cllr Dave Wilkinson took a moment to acknowledge the sad passing of Councillor Chris Wise, who died shortly after the last meeting in May. A village gathering was held on Wednesday 2nd July to commemorate his life, and the large turnout reflected just how well liked and deeply respected he was. He will be greatly missed.

Public Forum: 
Six residents where present including Mr Bob Wilkinson chair to the Parish Hall CIO and Mr Bill Anderson (BA).

Mr Wilkinson wished to bring to the attention of the pc the need for a replacement post to a gateway into the parish field. He wished to ask whether the pc would cover the cost of replacement of the post as there would be no cost to fit as he would carry out the work himself. He estimated that the cost would be approx. £60. All were in agreement that the pc would cover this cost. CC asked Mr Wilkinson to forward on an invoice once the work was complete.

Mr. Wilkinson also raised a concern regarding the condition of the woodwork on The Stocks, noting that certain sections had deteriorated and required replacement. He had contacted the contractor who previously replaced the fire door frame at the parish hall, and the contractor expressed willingness to undertake the necessary repairs. CC requested that a formal quote be obtained for the work. Cllr JC suggested that the ringfenced funds currently held in the 95-day access account could be used to finance the repairs, emphasizing that The Stocks are a significant part of the village’s heritage and that such funds are intended for projects of this nature.

Minutes: 
The minutes from the parish council meeting of 12/05/25 were agreed, approved and signed. Cllr SJ asked whether minutes needed a formal proposal and seconding. CC confirmed that they did not but that all cllrs are expected to read the minutes when they are circulated and that any errors/omissions are pointed out at that time.

Actions from last meeting:

	Action Point
	Action
	Assigned to
	Comments

	1
	Report potholes on High Street
	CC
	√

	2
	Chase Highways re High Street 
	LG
	√ see correspondence items 9, 19 & 20. Patching work completed unsure whether further work yet to be done

	3
	Report un-swept leaves and weeds on High Street to CW&C
	CC
	√ Report SS718312418. Mr Bill Anderson raised question again as it appears work still not done. See correspondence item 55 for further details

	4
	Chase Scottish Power re streetlight outside of parish hall
	LG
	√ light now working

	5
	Speak to landowner about Little Dene flooding
	KW
	√ see agenda item 3c

	6
	Ask Anna Lee to put pc meeting dates in Bulletin
	CC
	√

	7
	Get new quote from Nick Bowman for The Avenue work (August/September)
	CC
	√

	8
	Start transfer of funds from Natwest to Lloyds & then change all regular payments
	CC
	√ see agenda item 3g

	9
	Obtain cost of moving all cllrs to pc emails
	CC
	√ no cost, see agenda item 3h

	10
	Add motion for Civility & Respect Pledge to July meeting agenda
	CC
	√

	11
	Ask Nick Bowman to requote for works to The Avenue at the end of the summer
	CC
	√

	12
	Publish all accounting documents to website & noticeboard & send Cert of Exemption to external auditor
	CC
	√

	13
	Change all regular bank account payments to Lloyds bank
	CC
	Not yet done, see agenda item 3g




	
	Agenda Point
	Assigned to..

	1

	Parish Cllr Reports
Nothing to report

	

	2
	Ward Cllr Reports
No ward cllrs present
	

	3
	Progress Reports
a) The Lower Pump House Roof Repair
Cllr DW reported that after the last meeting and a number of phone calls the work still hasn’t been completed. Mr Anderson will enquire with his contractor (who has previously offered to do the work) about obtaining a quote
b) 50 Church Street
The planning application(s) have still not been decided but a comment from The Conservation & Design Team has been added & in summary is as follows:
50 Church Street, Great Budworth is a Grade II listed former public house within a conservation area. The proposal includes a glazed ground floor extension, a first-floor gable extension, internal alterations, and changes to outbuildings to create an artist’s studio.
· Gable Extension: The proposed first-floor gable is of similar scale to the existing but would create a "busy" roofscape and detract from the original, prominent gable. This results in a low level of less than substantial harm. Reducing its scale could lessen the impact.
· Glazed Ground Floor Extension: The demolition of the existing lean-to is acceptable and has a neutral impact. However, the proposed conservatory should be built in timber, not metal, to match the building’s character.
· Internal Alterations: Creating two ensuites within the new gable would have a neutral impact, subject to the raised roof height.
· Outbuildings: The addition of a lean-to WC has a neutral impact, but the proposed metal-framed windows/doors are considered incongruous and would cause a low level of harm. Timber alternatives would be more appropriate and mitigate this.
· Overall: Many elements are acceptable in principle but require changes to materials (metal to timber) and scale (reduce the gable) to better preserve the building’s heritage significance.
c) Flooding at Little Dene
Cllr KW feels that positive steps have been made following a visit to the property by CW&C & a representative from The Land Agency. They state that the landowner has a duty of care & the property owner believes that they will now make contact with the landowner to ensure steps are taken to improve the situation. Cllr KW will keep in touch with the property owner to give further updates
d) Filing Database
Cllr KW has confirmed that as per her update at the last meeting funding is to be made available from the combined Cheshire & Warrington Council if devolution goes ahead.
e) Street Light outside of the Parish Hall
Now fixed
f) Nest Pension
Following on from previous updates clerk is finding it difficult to gain access to the pension account as information including the employer id is missing. A new delegate access form and cover letter was recently signed by Cllr DW and has still not been accepted as the information provided on ‘previous contact’ is not correct (CC had assumed it was a previous clerk who had received emails from Nest). CC has sent all the information available numerous times and today has sent a list of all previous clerks and chairs since the account was opened in 2018. She awaits an update
g) Banking
The Lloyds current account is now open and funds have been transferred from Natwest. There have been issues with access to online banking and the authorisation of payments and so full access has been requested for Cllrs DW & JC. Confirmation has been received today that this has been added. CC will attempt to setup the necessary scheduled payments and report back next meeting
h) Email
Following on from discussions at the last meeting CC was to find out the cost of creating pc emails for all cllrs. CC confirmed there will be no cost other than the time to setup the accounts and perhaps help cllrs gain access. CC reminded cllrs that pc emails will be more secure and may be part of audit controls from next year and so the recommendation would be to go ahead and create pc emails for all cllrs. All were in agreement to go ahead. CC will action
	 



































































CC

	4
	Finance
a) Bank Reconciliations – reconciliations up to 04/06/25 were checked and signed off by SJ (current, balance £19370.09), KW (95 day, balance £20622) & SC (reserve, balance £0)
b) Quarterly Spend against Budget – spend up to 30/06/25 was presented
c) Payments/Receipts up to 06/07/25:

	Payee
	Details
	Chq.No.
	In
	Out

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/06/25 
SO - for period 01/05/25-31/05/25
	
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Salary – 01/07/25 
Chq 0001 - for period 01/06/25-30/06/25
	0001
	
	468.00

	Clerk
	Extra Hours payment for period 12/05/25-06/07/25
	0003
	
	95.94

	Clerk
	Reimbursements (includes working from home allowance, mileage)
	0005
	
	93.06

	Cheshire Community Action
	Membership Renewal
	0002
	
	20.00

	Chalc
	Membership Renewal  - reissue of Natwest chq 1137 (not presented before Natwest account closed)
	0004
	115.44
	115.44

	HMRC
	Vat reclaim
	
	560.74
	

	Natwest
	Closure of Reserve Account
	
	1811.87
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	2488.05
	1260.44



	Current Account Opening Balance
13/05/25
	in
	out
	Current Account Closing Balance 07/07/25

	17350.04
	2488.05
	1260.44
	18577.65

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	 














	5
	Correspondence
	1
	Planning Application
	25/01456/FUL
	Westage Farm, Westage Lane
	Erection of a single storey extension, modifications to rear windows to form door openings. Side & rear timber framing to be painted black, installation of Shepherd’s hut in garden for recreational use
	No comments

	2
	Planning Application
	25/01457/LBC
	Westage Farm, Westage Lane
	Erection of a single storey extension, modifications to rear windows to form door openings. Side & rear timber framing to be painted black, installation of Shepherd’s hut in garden for recreational use
	No comments

	3
	Email from Planning re Planning Applications 25/00996/FUL & 25/00997/FUL
	50 Church Street
	Reasons for not informing council of applications from assigned case officer
	

	4
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Planning Reform working paper & Meeting date
	

	5
	Email from chalc
	Town & Parish Council Connections on Planning
	Presentation from last meeting
	

	6
	Email from the ONH
	Housing site options for the Local Plan
	

	7
	Letter from Natwest
	Changes to Interest rate
	
	

	8
	Letter from Lloyds
	Application notification for online banking
	

	9
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	High Street resurfacing
	

	10
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	High Street
	22/5/25
	Clerk posted to website

	11
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	High Street
	3/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	12
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Belmont Road
	9/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	13
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	High Street
	16/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	14
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Church Street
	18/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	15
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Belmont Road
	25/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	16
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Heath Lane
	25/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	17
	Temporary Road Closure Notice
	Budworth Heath Lane
	25/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	18
	Email from Highways
	Road Dressing works – Summer 2025
	Clerk posted to website

	19
	Email from Colas
	Carriageway Patching - Church Street & High Street
	16/6/25-19/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	20
	Email from Colas
	Gulley Drain Emptying – High Street
	30/5/25
	Clerk posted to website

	21
	Email from Chalc
	Highways Fees & Charges
	
	

	22
	Email from CW&C
	Local Transport Plan Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	23
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Street light outside of Parish Hall
	Update
	

	24
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Street light outside of Parish Hall
	Further update
	

	25
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Street light outside of Parish Hall
	Further update
	

	26
	Email from member of the public
	Water Quality at the Lower Pump House
	Clerk responded

	27
	Email from Madelaine Davies (CW&C)
	Lower Pump House – Water Test Results
	6/6/25
	Clerk posted to website

	28
	Email from Madelaine Davies (CW&C)
	Lower Pump House – request for map of supply
	
	Clerk emailed Bill Anderson

	29
	Email from Bill Anderson
	Response to above
	
	Map provided by Mr Anderon – clerk will send to CW&C

	30
	Email from Dane Architecture
	Update to Bowling Club Planning Application
	Non Material Amendment
	Changes due to cost, replace brick with timber

	31
	Email from Dane Architecture
	Update to Bowling Club Planning Application
	Further update
	Changes due to cost, replace brick with timber

	32
	Email from Cheshire Police
	Operation Sceptre – knife sweep
	
	Clerk posted to website

	33
	Email from Chalc
	Funding for Climate Change Community Projects
	

	34
	Email from member of the public
	Permission to post advertisement
	Clerk responded giving go ahead

	35
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Changes to Tips
	

	36
	Letter from Natwest
	Confirmation of closure of Current Account
	

	37
	Email from Chalc
	Changes to Kerbside waste & recycling collection times
	Clerk posted to website

	38
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Invitation to meeting - Consultation on Housing Allocation Meeting
	8/7/25
	Clerk & Chair signed up

	39
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Marbury PC Update
	
	Clerk posted to website

	40
	Email from CW&C Democratic Services
	Request for update to Parish Councillor List
	Clerk responded

	41
	Email from Chalc
	Meeting invite for Consultation on Sustainable & Inclusive Economic Strategy
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk202773633]42
	Email from Cheshire Police
	May/June Marbury Update
	Clerk posted to website

	43
	Email from Leukaemia & Myeloma Research UK
	Request to site collections bank
	

	44
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Sustainability Strategy Launch
	Clerk posted to website

	45
	Email from Manchester Airport
	Night Noise Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	46
	Email from CW&C
	Devolution Q&A
	Clerk posted to website

	47
	Email from ICO
	Confirmation of Direct Debit setup with Lloyds
	

	48
	Email from Chalc
	West Cheshire Town & Parish Conference
	

	49
	Email from Chalc
	Cloudy IT Meeting Invitation – Helping your council navigate Assertion 10 & build Digital Confidence
	

	50
	Email from Cheshire Community Action
	Emergency First Aid Course invite
	

	51
	Email from AJG Insurance
	Renewal Questionnaire
	Clerk completed

	52
	Email from Planning CW&C
	Local Plan Consultation
	Clerk posted to website

	53
	Email from Cheshire Police
	June/July Marbury Update
	Clerk posted to website

	54
	Email from Chalc
	Survey Planning for flood resilience
	
	Clerk completed

	55
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Highways Opportunity
	See Any other business

	56
	Email from Lynn Gibbon
	Festive Lighting
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




	6
	Civility & Respect Pledge
Following up on our last meeting regarding the Civility & Respect Pledge, CC presented the proposed Motion at Cllr SJ’s request. The discussion unfolded as follows:
· Cllr SJ strongly opposes the Motion, calling it “political correctness gone mad.” He believes that the council already demonstrates respect and that signing a pledge would be a superficial “tick‑box” exercise. He voiced concerns that adopting the pledge would require new policies and training—imposing additional costs on the parish council. He also described parts of the motion as “vague, vacuous eye‑wash,” deeming it excessive for a small parish council.
· Cllr SC echoed Cllr SJ’s position, emphasizing the potential cost burden associated with adopting the Pledge.
· Cllr JC supports the Motion, noting that it aligns with the parish council’s mission statement. While he shared concerns about vague language, he believes that the benefits of the pledge outweigh any negatives.
· CC suggested that the Motion could be improved by removing ambiguous language to make it clearer and more actionable.
· Cllr JC will revise the Motion—clarifying any ambiguous terms—and present the amended version at the next meeting.
.
	

















JC

	7
	Pizza Van
An email has been received from a mobile pizza van company requesting to trade one or two evenings per week (Thursday/Friday) within the village.
Pre-meeting informal feedback from cllrs indicated concerns about the impact on the George & Dragon and questions about actual community demand.
After considering the request, cllrs agreed that operating a mobile pizza van may negatively affect the pub and that there isn’t a clear community need.
The council resolved to decline the request.
CC to notify the company of the decision.

	









CC

	8
	Gullys
Following on from the last meeting CC prepared a street-by-street map of all marked gullies in the village, aiming to identify missing locations and gullies requiring clearing.
Cllrs agreed to “adopt” the streets they live on and monitor the gullies there.
A request for volunteers will be circulated via WhatsApp to cover remaining streets.
Councillors will report back to CC with their findings.
CC will then compile feedback and notify CW&C of any required additions or maintenance, she will also add a link to the online map on the website.
	






ALL

CC

	9
	The Avenue
Complaints have been received about the overgrowth along The Avenue, specifically the epicormic growth at the bases of the trees. It was agreed in 2024 that the task of keeping the pathway clear would be undertaken yearly. Cllr DW will ask Hankey Home & Gardens to quote for this year’s work.
It has also been reported that there is a large hole along the pathway that has become a trip/fall hazard. Cllr DW will investigate and fill in the hole.
	



DW

DW

	10
	Parking Issues
Complaints have been received about parking along the top of High Street specifically that some residents who have multiple cars leave a number of them on the road. Cllr DW stated that as the road is a public highway and the pc have no jurisdiction in asking residents to park elsewhere.
	

	11
	Any other business
Correspondence item 55 – email from Lynn Gibbon regarding Highways Opportunity – a 2 man work group is to be made available to carry out non machinery tasks such as weed/leaf clearing, sign cleaning. It was agreed that the pc would request Leaf/Weed clearing for High Street, Church Street, School Lane & Westage Lane, sign/fingerpost cleaning and gully clearing of debris following recent works. CC to email Lynn Gibbon.
Cllr DW informed the Parish Council that he will participate in the upcoming Church Flower Festival. Cllr DW will set up a display board during the festival to outline the Parish Council’s activities. The board will also highlight current vacancies on the Council. The Council acknowledged and welcomed Cllr DW’s proposal and agreed it would help raise local awareness of council work and recruitment opportunities.

	





CC




Confirmed date of next meeting, 01/09/2025

Meeting closed at 20:08
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