
How The Society Can Assist A Parish Council With Regard To Public Rights Of Way 
 
1. Advise on the making of an application for a definitive map modification order where there is 

considerable evidence of use of a path or more and the route is not recorded on the definitive map 
of public rights of way for the parish.  

 
2. Advise on cases where the parish council wishes to oppose an application for a public path order to 

close or divert a public right of way. Where the society agrees that there are valid grounds for 
objection and the order is against the interests of walkers the Society will also object. 

 
3. Where there is a longstanding obstruction of a path give advice as to whether there are grounds 

for making a representation under section 130(6) of the Highways Act 1980 to force the highway 
authority to take enforcement action to have the obstruction removed. 

 
4. Where a path is out of repair and the matter has not been resolved despite requests to the 

highway authority for remedial action, the Society will advise as to the potential use of section 56 
of the Highways Act 1980 to force the authority to put the path back into repair. 

 
5. To make available the services of the Society  where the parish council needs legal advice as to a 

question of law affecting a public right of way in the parish. 
 
6. Advise on the production and display of a parish map showing all public paths and access land, 

where there is public access under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 
 
7. Assist in the devising of walking routes in the parish to encourage use of public rights of way in the 

parish. 


